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Want an inside look at St. Croix Lutheran 
High School? What is it that leads many 
to describe St. Croix as a “premier” 
Lutheran High School? How is the school 
positioned to address both opportunities 
and challenges?

“St. Croix Today” is a 90-minute 
presentation hosted by President 
Merlyn Kruse and Director of Resource 
Development Jim Pasbrig. It provides a 
unique perspective of St. Croix’s mission 
and ministry. Former board members, 
faculty and staff members, and others 
who are very involved with St. Croix 
have attended and expressed appreciation 
and enjoyment after attending. We feel 
it is worthwhile for all members of the 

association to attend.You may attend as an 
individual or as part of a group.

Presentations are scheduled for:
 Tuesday, January 31 11:00 a.m.
 Wednesday, February 8 7:00 p.m.
 Tuesday, March 14 11:00 a.m.
 Tuesday, March 28 7:00 p.m.
 Thursday, April 6 11:00 a.m.
 Tuesday, April 18 7:00 p.m.

We would be pleased to arrange other 
dates and times to meet the needs of a 
group. Please contact Jim Pasbrig at 651-
455-1521 ext. 113 or jpasbrig@sclhs.org 
for more information or to RSVP.

We hope to see you soon! 
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IN THIS ISSUE
Independent Study at SCL, 
p. 1-2 
Students excel beyond stan-
dard curriculum

In the Principal’s Office, 
p. 2 
God’s unique way of reveal-
ing his message to us

Math Students Excel in 
Competitions, p. 2

Crusaders in the Commu-
nity, p. 3 
SCL students - “coaching, 
teaching, and serving”

Sports Camps, p. 3 
New fastpitch softball camp 
and summer camps

SCL Auction, p. 4

Introducing FAIR, p. 4 
Tuition assistance program 

NEW YEAR’S 
GREETING
From all of us at St. Croix 
LHS to all of you, we send 
our New Year’s greeting. 
May your 2006 be filled 
with the blessings and 
peace that our Savior 
gives so freely. We 
thank you for the many 
expressions of support 
and love that you show 
throughout the year. May 
God continue to bless you, 
our students, our staff and 
this ministry of Christian 
secondary education at 
St. Croix Lutheran High 
School.

Senior David Barnes and junior Ste-
phen Dahlke are taking an independent 
study course in Java Programming Lan-
guage facilitated by Mr. Jonathan Harley, 
head of St. Croix’s math department. They 
are working on the project that Mr. Har-
ley downloaded for them off the College 
Board web site. Each has completed an 
independent course in Visual C++ pro-
gramming language here at St. Croix. “Java 
programming language is very similar to 
C++, but it is unique in that its programs 
are able to run on nearly every operating 
system - Windows, Mac OS, Linux, etc.,” 
explains David. They plan to take the ad-
vanced placement java exam level AB at 
the end of this school year.

During the summer and after school, Da-
vid works at a Twin Cities major commu-

nications company, G2Planet, which was 
hired by Intel, Inc. to provide a Speaker 
Management System. David and another 
programmer coded a system that provides 
calendars, reports, and other tools to easily 
find desired information about present-
ers, events and speaking opportunities for 
Intel’s employees. Speakers are allowed 
to login to the system and organize their 
upcoming engagements. The program im-
plements a security system in which users 
are assigned roles and can only do what 
their roles allow.

Stephen has been one of St. Croix’s “tech 
guys” since his freshman year. “Right now 
we are working on video editing and 
webmastering. There are about 10-12 of 
us students who are involved in this,” he 
explained. At the beginning of this school 
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year the “tech” students built two identi-
cal computers for their use. Stephen is also 
becoming proficient in a variety of lan-
guage applications from web page design 
to Java.

Other students at St. Croix are also doing 
independent study. Andy (11) and Liana 
(10) Leyrer are studying Mandarin Chi-
nese and earning credit for it at St. Croix. 
Julie Berg (12), MJ Kim (12), and Ben 
Wales (11) are doing independent study 
in art facilitated by Mr. Lucas Boehm, art 
instructor. Senior Scott Noh is also in in-

dependent study in art and is planning to 
submit his portfolio to the College Board 
this summer for AP credit. Mrs. Leanne 
Stob is facilitating a group doing AP Cal-
culus BC - seniors Rick Sheng, Jenny 
Ou, Ivy Tsoi and David Wagner. Da-
vid Barnes is doing independent study in 
accelerated Spanish under the guidance of 
Pastor Roderick Luebchow.

May God bless the efforts of these students 
and their teachers in attaining their goals.

(story continued from page 1)

This past year three of my children were married.  That means that in the last two years my 
wife got to hear how my sons and son-in-law proposed to their future spouses.  As we listened 
to the intricate plans that each of these young men had for revealing “the ring” to their future 
spouse, my wife realized that my boys were much more romantic than I had been when we 
got engaged.  There were notes left which gradually led each young woman to a romantic 
dinner.  Afterwards they each contrived a unique way of revealing the engagement ring to 
their fiancée. 

How did you make it known that your “special someone” means more to you than anything?  
Did you have opportunity to do that during Christmas?  Was it like the commercials on 
television where the man pulls out a little box in a grandiose fashion and reveals the sparkling 
diamond necklace, earrings, or ring?  Or was it like the man who leads his wife outside to find 
a brand new luxury vehicle topped by a huge red bow?

During this time of the year we celebrate a time when God revealed His love to us through His 
son, Jesus.  God revealed His love in a way so unique that no one can duplicate it.  He gave His 
son to stand in our place: to be born, to obey His will, to be baptized, to suffer, and finally to die 
in our place.  Jesus is revealed to us in the words He spoke, and the miracles He performed.

God continues to make Himself known to us through the message that Christians are privileged 
to proclaim.  We proclaim this message, not only at Christmas, but year round.  At St. Croix 
we are able to teach and learn about the special revelations that proclaim Jesus as King and 
Savior.  We are able to do this every day and in many ways.  We hear His name taught in our 
classrooms and preached in our chapel services.  We see His gifts used in athletics and fine arts 
performances.  We know that God will continue to bless our opportunities to reveal Him to 
those who currently attend St. Croix and those from our schools and community that will be 
future Crusaders.

“These have come so that your faith – of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by 
fire – may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.”  
1 Peter 1:7

This article was inspired by a similar article written by Jeff Wiechmann, principal at Shoreland Lutheran High 
School.

IN THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE Richard Gibson, Principal

SCL Students Score 
High in Math Com-
petition
After two rounds (of four) in 
the Martin Luther College 
(MLC) Meet Math competi-
tion, St. Croix’s team is in 
first place in the grades 
9-10 large school division. 
In the grades 11-12 large 
school division, St. Croix is 
in second place. 

Individual and cumula-
tive high scorers are: Tyler 
Barnes (grade 9), Katie 
Galler (11), Ben Gavin (9), 
Eric Johnson (9), Heidi Re-
iter (9), Michael Roeller (9), 
David Wagner (12), Kyle 
Andrus (12), Min Joon Kim 
(12) and Joon Kim (11).

Congratulations, students. 
Keep up the good work!

Vocal soloists, vocal ensem-
bles, instrumentalists, pianists, 
forensics, dancers, and more!

For a night of entertainment 
and a great dinner, plan for 
the Starlight Dinner Concert 
on Sunday, February 26, at 
5:00 p.m. in the St. Croix 
gymnasium.

Call St. Croix, 651-455-
1521, ext. 392, to make 
your reservations. Tickets are 
$20 and include dinner and 
entertainment.

Starlight Dinner 
Concert
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CRUSADERS IN THE COMMUNITY
In early December, seniors from the 
Crusaders girls’ basketball team shared some 
on-court knowledge with 67 home school 
students. The kindergarten through seventh 
grade home school students attend a weekly 
program at the local YMCA where former 
St. Croix cheerleading coach Kelly Sadlovsky 
directs community programming. The YMCA 

kids learned some basics of defense, passing, 
dribbling and shooting and had a word of 
encouragement for the Lady Crusaders on 
their upcoming conference games. The senior 
basketball players that willingly gave of their 
time are: Hannah Jenkins, Abby Kassulke 
and Danielle Pomerenke. (submitted by Jeff 
Lemke, Admissions Assistant, SCLHS)

Yanchuan Liu and Chang Liu, both seniors 
and not related to each other, recently 
visited Cherry View Elementary 
School in Lakeville to talk to a class 
of second grade children about life 
in their home country, China. This 
is the fourth year that international 
students from St. Croix have made 

presentations at Cherry View. Students are 
invited each year by the second grade teacher, 
Mrs. Jana (Just) Spanovich, a 1989 graduate of 
St. Croix, when she teaches a unit on Asian 
countries.

“We searched the internet for pictures of 
China and made a powerpoint presentation 

and talked about school life and after 
school activities for second grade 
children,” explained Yan. “I really 
enjoyed playing a game with them like 
the games I played ten or twelve years 
ago,” Chang said. “We also showed 
them how to write each of their names 
in Chinese.”

Bethany Wehrenberg (11) was recently 
nominated by her church youth leader 

for a position as one of three teen representatives 
chosen nationwide to serve on the WELS 
Planning Committee for the 2007 Interna-
tional Youth Rally. AND, she was chosen!  We 
congratulate Bethany on this fine honor.  The 
weekend of January 7-8, she attended the first 
committee meeting in Milwaukee at the Synod 
Administration Building. The teens were to 
make a list of theme ideas for the rally based 
on suggested Bible verses for consideration at 

the meeting.  “We 
talked about theme 
ideas at the meeting, 
but no final decision 
was made,” reported 
Bethany. At this 
point, the location 
for the 2007 rally 
has not been chosen 
either. It’s a challenge 
to find a place that 
can accommodate 
so many teenagers.

Chang Liu (upper left) and Yanchuan Liu (lower 
left) talking to 2nd graders about China

Thinking about summer? 
Making plans? The athletic 
department at St. Croix 
is busy distributing sports 
camps brochures right now 
to help you plan ahead.

Something new!! A fastpitch 
softball camp - and it starts 
SOON!

This year the camp is FREE 
for girls in grades 4-9. Three 
sessions are scheduled:

Fastpitch Softball Camp 
Sunday evenings: 

February 19, March 5, 
and March 12

6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
SCL gymnasium

The purpose of the camp is 
to provide the player with a 
background of the funda-
mentals of fastpitch softball 
in the areas of pitching, 
catching, hitting and field-
ing.

To register, call the school 
office for a brochure or pick 
one up at one of our Asso-
ciation elementary schools.

Summer Camps

Brochures now available for 
registration for:

Basketball (grades 4-9) 
 June 12-16 (girls) 
 June 19-23 (boys)

Soccer (grades 5-9) 
 July 24-28

Volleyball (grades 6-9) 
 July 24-27

Football (grades 6-9) 
 August 7-11

SCL Sports 
Camps
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St. Croix Calendar

February

 5 Mid-Winter Band 
Concert 2:30 p.m.

 6 Tri-Metro Fine Arts 
Day

  Freshman Registra-
tion 6-8 p.m.

 11 Freshman Registra-
tion 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

  Open House & 
Tours 10 a.m. - 3 
p.m.

 13 Freshman Registra-
tion 6:00-7:30 p.m.

 16 Board of Regents 7 
p.m.

 20  Presidents’ Day - No 
School

 21-24 Snow Fest Days

 25 Snow Fest Dance

 26 Starlight Dinner 
Concert 5 p.m.

March

 7 Parent/Teacher Con-
ferences 5:00-7:30 
p.m.

 10 Faculty In-service 
- No School

  Auction Preview 
6:30-9:00 p.m.

 10-12 WELS Band Fest

 16 Parent/Teacher Con-
ferences 5:00-7:30 
p.m.

  Board of Regents 7 
p.m.

Financial aid is important to many families whose students enroll at St. Croix. Each 
year the amount of aid applied to assist families increases, as does the responsibility 
that the aid be distributed as fairly as possible. For this current school year $141,673 
was awarded. To insure that St. Croix’s financial aid dollars continue to be applied 
equally and fairly among the families who make application, St. Croix is joining 
other parochial and private high schools of the Twin Cities in asking an independent 
agency to assist in recommending award levels.

For the 2006-2007 school year, all families applying for financial aid will do so 
directly through FAIR (Financial Aid Independent Review, Inc.). The application can 
be made by either completing a form similar to the one used by our school for the 
past several years and mailing it to FAIR, or by completing the form by computer 
online. FAIR collects an application fee of $25 from each family applying for 
financial aid.

FAIR forms for 2006-2007 can be found in the school office.

INTRODUCING FAIR

All are invited to the14th annual St. Croix 
Auction scheduled for Saturday, March 11.  
Doors open at 9:30, the live auction begins 
at 11:30.  There is an auction preview on 
March 10 from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m.

This year’s theme is Celebrate America.  
The auction involves a cash and carry area, 
a silent auction and a live auction. It is also 
a wonderful social gathering. Last year 400 
people attended.  A free will offering lunch 
is served from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Auction information is available on the 
web page www.stcroixlutheranhs.org. 
Look for the Celebrate America area.

If you would like to make a donation, 
please do so by February 3.  Among other 

things, this allows time for preparation, 
printing and distribution of the catalog.  If 
you need assistance in delivery, please call 
the school and ask for the development 
office (651-455-1521).

There are numerous opportunities for 
volunteers in many auction areas before, 
during and after March 11.  If you are 
willing to help, please call the school 
and ask for the development office.  Your 
assistance is sincerely appreciated, as there 
is a great amount of work to be done.

Please make plans to be involved with and 
join us for the Celebrate America auction 
on March 11.

CELEBRATE AMERICA - AUCTION TIME

http://www.stcroixlutheranhs.org

