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“My favorite highlight of the season was when 
we won our first game against DeLaSalle. 
Nobody was expecting us to win, so when we 
did we surprised everyone. Winning this game 
also made us realize we could beat any team 
we were put up 
against, and it gave 
us the confidence 
we needed going 
into the rest of the 
season.” Those are 
the words of senior 
quarterback Tyler 
U h l e n b r a u c k 
when he was asked to 
describe a highlight 
of the 2005 football 
season.

What fun we had! 
The team, the 
coaches, the students, the parents, the alumni, 
the friends, the neighbors - all enjoyed the 
success of the Crusaders football team that 
led to winning the Tri-Metro Conference 
Championship with a record of 8-0. But that 
wasn’t the end.

“The biggest highlight was when we beat 
Concordia (Roseville) because I know their 
middle linebacker, and everyone at Concordia 
thought they were going to run us over, but 
we proved who ran over who,” stated senior 
Brett Lindeman. “I remember finding 
out that the newspaper picked us to lose to 
Concordia by 20, and then I remember the 
excitement in the locker room after we won 
that game,” senior Adam Limpert added.

“The highlight of my football season was when 
we beat the defending Tri-Metro Conference 
champions, DeLaSalle, 40-37,” said senior 

Kevin Breuer. Following the regular season, 
the Crusaders went on to win their next two 
section games and ended their season by placing 
second in Section 4AA. The competition in 
our section was very strong with the number 

1 and 3 ranked teams 
in the state. Our only 
loss of the season came 
against a very strong 
Pierz High School 
team, the defending 
state champs from 
2004.

For St. Croix to 
win the Tri-Metro 
Conference is a huge 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t . 
We have a strong 
conference for schools 
of our size. Also, the 

fact that our “line” averaged 170 lbs., smaller 
than any team we played, makes the victory 
even sweeter. Our players were quick, skilled, 
and had a lot of heart. “Never give up and 
always be confident no matter what,” are the 
words of senior Chris Brudzinski. Senior 
Gareth Shambeau adds, “I learned to never 
get down, just keep moving on. You can’t 
dwell on a season, game, or even a play. Keep 
working your hardest every play and you will 
succeed.”

What did this winning team bring to St. Croix 
Lutheran High School? Excitement, school 
spirit, and lots of people attending football 
games. A great highlight was the newspaper 
and television coverage. Both the Pioneer 
Press and Star Tribune ran big articles. Our 
Crusaders were picked as “Team of the Week” 
by Channel 5, and appeared on the weekly 
“Sports Wrap.” Head coach Carl Lemke was 
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chosen by Channel 
5 as “Coach of the 
Week” for which 
our football program 
was given $1,000. 
Last week Coach 
Lemke was named 
All-Metro Football 
Coach of the Year. 
by KARE 11 TV. 
Congratulations to 
all!

It was an exciting 
ride – one that the 
football players will 
remember for the 
rest of their lives. 
Being part of any 
team also brings with it “life lessons.”  Seth 
Gould states, “You have to love the game. If 
you want success you need to put the time 
in year round in the weightroom. Over the 
summer, find as many camps as you can. This 
way you can improve fundamental skills.”  In 
Adam Limpert’s words, “You need team 
work to go anywhere. You can’t have division 
between classes. This year we had a group of 
guys who all came together with one goal – to 

win. That was our theme….we’re out here to 
win. As a team we accomplished that.”

Senior Scott Noh summed it up, “I hope that 
younger students will look at the Crusader 
2005 football team as a role model; have pride 
in themselves for being a member of the St. 
Croix family, and build on the success of what 
our team has done.”

IN THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE
The secret’s out. . . that was the gist of the comment by Coach Lemke after the football team 
beat DeLaSalle, the first game of the season. What he meant was that we would not be able 
to sneak up on any other team during the season. The secret’s out about St. Croix! Notice that 
I did not say that the secret’s out about the St. Croix football team. The secret’s out about the 
whole school. You see, the secret is not just about a group of young men who have a blue-
collar work ethic. It’s not just about the right group of coaches with the right combination of 
plays. The secret happens when the volleyball, soccer, cross-country, tennis, cheeleading and all 
the other teams put out their best. The secret happens when a group of students and teachers 
work together on performing a Children’s Theatre production. The secret is when tens and 
hundreds of parents work in the Booster Club, the Music Parents Organization, or volunteer-
ing indvidually to help with the myriad of things that need to be done around St. Croix. The 
secret happens when students, teachers, and staff work together to provide a premier Christian 
high school education.

Did you get it? The secret is St. Croix Lutheran High School educating the total student - spiri-
tually, academically, and physically - in a caring Christian family community. It’s our family and 
we’re blessed by God to belong to it. Just like the football team, we really don’t want to keep 
it a secret. We’re rightly proud of the programs and people that make up St. Croix. So thank 
you, football players and coaches. Thanks for helping us let the secret out! Thank you students, 
parents, faculty and staff for being a part of this family. Thank you, Lord, for making us a part 
of the St. Croix family.

(story continued from page 1)

Richard Gibson, Principal
SCL Hosts Holiday 
Basketball Tourney

The Crusader basketball 
teams are looking forward 
to hosting a tournament for 
junior varsity and varsity 
boys and girls teams on 
Wed., December 28 and 
Thurs., December 29.

The boys will match up 
with St. Paul Humboldt, 
South St. Paul and St. 
Anthony Village. Girls are 
hosting St. Paul Harding, 
St. Anthony Village and 
West Lutheran. The JV 
games are scheduled for 
the mornings, and varsity 
games begin at 1:00 p.m. 
each day. Games will al-
ternate between boys and 
girls teams. For complete 
information, please check 
the calendar at www.sclhs.
org.

Last year, St. Croix’s one-
act play participants were 
blessed with great success. 
After two competitions, 
they advanced to perform 
at the state festival where 
they received highest 
honors. 

One-act play tryouts were 
held on December 8. Per-
formers will prepare for 
competitions to be held 
in late January. A free 
performance will be given 
in the St. Croix auditorium 
on Wednesday, January 
25, at 7 p.m.

One-Act Play
Performance Prep 
Begins

Crusaders on Channel 5 “Sports Wrap” as Team of the Week



3

CONNECTING WITH PARENTS & PARTNERS OF SCLHS

Check it out! Visit St. Croix’s website at www.sclhs.org and click on “more” and the “Crusader” 
logo under “Spiritwear Online” and you will magically be linked to our 
SCLHS Spiritwear Store. All items are newly designed and are available for 
anyone to order. It’s easy, it’s cool (lots of metro high schools are doing it), 
it’s great quality, it’s reasonably priced, your size and style are never out of 
stock, and your orders are delivered right to your home. Take advantage of 
this cool way to order gifts or something for yourself and wear the latest 
Crusader Spiritwear look!

CRUSADER SPIRITWEAR IS ONLINE!
Starlight Dinner 
Concert

Sunday, February 26

5:00 p.m.

This evening of fine food 
and entertainment by 
many talented students of 
St. Croix makes an excel-
lent Christmas gift for your 
family and friends.

Tickets are available for 
$20 each, or $160 for 
a table of 8. You may re-
serve your tickets now by 
calling the school office at 
651-455-1521, ext. 392.

This fundraiser sponsored 
by the Music Parents 
Organization benefits the 
band uniform fund.

Proverbs 31:8 “Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who 
are destitute.” (SCL “Teens for Life” mission guide)

Across the nation there are many schools, both high schools and colleges, who have an 
organization called “Teens for Life.” This fall, one of these chapters was started at St. Croix 
Lutheran High School. “Our purpose is to do service projects and educate ourselves and others 
about sanctity of life issues,” states Mrs. Rebecca Hillstrom, faculty advisor for the group. “We 
are learning about all of the ‘life’ issues that face our country and the world today. Abortion 
is just the beginning.” Mrs. Hillstrom is a part time instructor at St. Croix teaching family 
life courses. She is also the director of the Pregnancy Counseling Center of Christian Life 
Ministries.

There are between 40-45 students participating in this newly formed group at St. Croix. The 
club president is junior Bethany Wehrenberg. Bethany said she’s pleased to be the group’s 
first president because she enjoys having a direct role in education projects and raising the 
awareness of life issues. “We want to educate our classmates to know what life-issue things 
are happening and that they can do something about them. Our values can and will influence 
others.”

Senior Marie Gehlhar is the vice president. Marie states, “I believe it is important for teens to 
learn about life issues in high school so we are able to have a better understanding of the role 
we can play both now and as adults.”

In October, the TFL chapter joined in a day of silence at school to represent the approximately 
4,000 babies silenced each day by abortion. The teens wore black with red armbands and 
had an education demonstration during the lunch hours. This month the teens are making 
Christmas cards. They will travel to The Lutheran Home in Belle Plaine on December 11, to 
deliver the cards and host Bingo games for the residents.

TEENS FOR LIFE CHAPTER FORMS AT SCL

St. Croix’s 50th Anniversary is coming. Plans for celebrating during the 2007-2008 school 
year are in motion. We invite alumni to volunteer your time and talents in the planning 
process.          Please call 651-455-1521, ext. 398

or
email to: 50yearanniversary@sclhs.org

with your name, phone number, email address and area of interest. “Theme thoughts” are also 
welcome.

ANNIVERSARY PLANNING BEGINS

The 2006 St. Croix Auc-
tion theme is “Celebrate 
America.” The date is 
Saturday, March 11.

The auction committee is 
now accepting donations. 
How can you contribute? 
Select an item from the 
auction “Wish List” - see it 
online at www.sclhs.org; 
deliver a certificate of ser-
vice to St. Croix; donate 
cash to underwrite an item 
or event expenses.

Help us reach our 
$60,000 goal. Contact 
the development office for 
more information, 651-
455-1521, ext. 106

Celebrate America

http://www.sclhs.org


4

ACROSS ST. CROIX 1200 Oakdale Avenue  n  West St. Paul, MN 55118 
651.455.1521 n    www.sclhs.org

St. Croix Calendar

December

 16 Christmas Concert 7 
p.m.

 16-30 NO SCHOOL 
- Christmas Break 
(school office closed 
Dec. 23, 26, 30)

January

 2 Classes Resume

 16 NO SCHOOL - Fac-
ulty In-Service

February

 5 MidWinter Band 
Concert 2:30 p.m.

 6 Freshman Registra-
tion 6-8 p.m.

 11 Freshman Registra-
tion 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

 13 Freshman Registra-
tion 6:00-7:30 p.m.

 26 Starlight Dinnner 
Concert 5 p.m.

Looking for a special 
way to share the Christ of 
Christmas this year? St. 
Croix is still seeking host 
families for the Christmas 
break (Dec. 17- Jan. 1). 
If you are interested in 
bringing one or more 
international students into 
your home over the holi-
days, please email Tamara 
Julian (tjulian@sclhs.org), 
or phone her at 651-455-
1521 x 118. You can find 
some details about hosting 
in the parents section at 
www.sclhs.org

Congratulations to all our fall athletic teams for your hard work and dedication to your sport! 
Following are some of the special awards that were earned by team members.

Cross Country:  The team ended up 2nd in conference for boys. Girls did not have a complete 
team to place. Ben Wales (11) and Ricky Hoffman (11) placed All-Conference for boys.  Lindsey 
Wales (8th grader from St. Andrew’s, St. Paul Park) placed All-Conference for girls.  

Football: Record: 10-1, Conference Champs, 2nd place Section 4AA; All Conference: Brett 
Lindeman, Chris Brudzinski, Seth Gould, Tyler Uhlenbruack, Shem Biebert, Gareth Shambeau, 
Kevin Breuer; All-Conference Honorable Mention: Jon Huebner, Jake Kassulke, Matt Dvorak, 
Ryan Schmeling; All-State Honorable Mention: Seth Gould, Matt Dvorak, Jon Huebner

Boys’ Soccer: Record: 6-10-2; All Conference: Jon Huebner, Nick Johnson; All-Conference 
Honorable Mention: Andy Danner, David Wagner, MJ Kim; Team Award - SCL Soccer Legacy 
Award - Jon Huebner. The traveling “Luther Trophy” vs. West Lutheran was won by the 
Crusaders this year.

Girls’ Soccer:  Record: 4-14-2; All-Conference: Danielle Bethke; All-Conference Honorable 
Mention: Jenna Ubel, Brittaney Olson, Jenny Enger; State Coaches Association Academic 
Excellence: Jenna Ubel, Nicole Hinnenkamp; Team Awards - MVP: Jenna Ubel; Crusader 
Award: Kayla Tykwinski; Most Improved: Holly Blaiser; Rookie of the Year: Jessica Rupprecht

Volleyball: Record: 12-15-1, 5th in Conference; All-Conference: Abby Kassulke, Katie 
Galler; All-Conference Honorable Mention: Danielle Pomerenke, Andrea Schmeling, Megan 
Rupprecht; MN Academic All-State Honors: Abby Kassulke, Andrea Schmeling; Team Awards 
– MVP: Katie Galler; Lady Crusader Award: Abby Kassulke; Most Improved: Holly Reiter & 
Sarah Stump; Best Serving Percentage: Katie Galler & Holly Reiter

FALL SPORTS WRAP

We invite you to join us for the annual 
Christmas at St. Croix concert on Friday, 
December 16, at 7:00 pm.

The choirs and band will use their talents to 
Proclaim the Peace of the newborn Savior as 
the angels did. From the opening processional 
of the Choral Prelude on Sleepers Awake., to 
the closing recessional of Peace, Peace which 
includes the singing of Silent Night, we are 
sure you will enjoy the musical variety used 
to Proclaim the Peace.

The concert promises a respite from the hustle 
and bustle of December and focuses on the 
real message of the peace that the Christ-Child 
brings to us all. Come and celebrate with the 
St. Croix Lutheran family as we Proclaim 
the Peace.

PROCLAIM THE PEACESharing Christmas


