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This time of year brings thoughts of “farewell” at a high school.  Obvi-
ously, every year we say goodbye to our graduating class.  It is a time to
send them off with the Lord’s blessings.  In most high schools it is the
senior class that sets the tone for the school year.  It has been no
different here.  We praise the Lord for seniors who matured into their
leadership roles and set a positive tone for our school family.

We also say farewell to Ms. Laura Brown, Mr. Jon Balza, Ms. Sadie Jo Fitzsimmons,
Mr. Steve Naumann, and Pastor Rodger Dale.  They have all served faithfully and are
moving on to other callings.

Ms. Brown, Mr. Balza, and Ms. Fitzsimmons have served as residence supervi-
sors and teachers at St. Croix.  Ms. Brown teaches in the English and Math depart-
ments and assists with yearbook publication.   We will miss her humor and cheery
disposition.  Presently, she is looking for work closer to her hometown, possibly as a
residence counselor at a college. Mr. Balza has served in the math department.  We
have also appreciated his technology talents, and St. Croix has taken advantage of
them.  He will continue his career as a web designer.  Ms. Fitzsimmons is in her
second year at St. Croix and has used her talents in the English department and with
the girls’ basketball team.  Her relationships with the students, her teaching and
organizational skills, and her compassion have endeared her to the St. Croix family.
Sadie Jo has accepted a position at Wisconsin Lutheran College as Director of Student
Programming and Activities and as an on-site Resident Counselor.

Mr. Naumann began at St. Croix as a residence supervisor.  He continued this year
using his talents in German and Religion classes and as a baseball and soccer coach.
He also has taken students on an educational trip to Germany, something he will do
again this summer.  We will miss his talents and his dry sense of humor.  Steve will be
attending Western Michigan University for a
degree in German & Tourism.

Pastor Rodger Dale helped St. Croix when we
were unable to get a pastor to accept a call into
our religion department.  He came out of semi-
retirement to teach junior Religion and Bible
Knowledge class.  Students were able to relate to
his calm demeanor and experience in the ministry,
and his teaching and counseling will be missed.

The students, staff and parents thank all of these
people for blessing us with their talents in order to
teach the students and carry the Gospel message
to them.
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There will be an  informal
reception for Ms. Brown,
Mr. Balza, Ms. Fitzsimmons,
Mr. Naumann, and Rev. Dale
immediately following the
Spring Concert on Friday,
May 30, in the school
commons.  We invite you  to
give your thanks and well
wishes to them.
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Connecting with parents and partners of SCLHS

Saint Croix Lutheran High School - 1200 Oakdale Avenue - West St. Paul - 651/455-1521
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This is a reminder to all parents that enrolled
students must have a current physical on file.
Physicals are current for three years.  Generally,
students have physicals before their sophomore
year. Sophomores should have received a
physical form with their registration materials. If
you did not get a form, or have misplaced
yours, you may contact the school office for a
replacement. Also, any student who plans to
participate in a fall sport must have a current
physical on file before they can practice with
the team.

State law also requires that students be immu-
nized against certain diseases before they can
attend school.  Parents of students will receive
a letter from the school nurse if their student
needs an immunization.  Please be aware that if
St. Croix does not have current immunizations
for your child, your child may not be allowed to
come to school until the immunizations and
records are current.
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Friends & Family of SCLHS - we invite you to
join us on Monday, May 12 as we honor our
students’ achievements in academics and fine arts.
Awards Night includes academic awards such as:
induction into the National Honor Society, Vale-
dictorian & Salutatorian, President’s Award for
Educational Excellence, Latin Awards; and Fine
Arts awards in Speech, Drama, and Visual Arts.
We encourage all family and friends to attend this
special evening.
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Semester tests exam schedule
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday,
May 28-30.

Day 1 and Day 2:
8:10-8:35 Chapel
8:35-8:40 Passing
8:40-9:50 Set 1/4 Test
9:50-10:00 Passing
10:00-11:10 Set 2/5 Test
11:10-11:20 Passing
11:20-12:30 Set 3/6 Test

Day 3:
8:10-8:35 Chapel
8:35-8:40 Passing
8:40-9:50 Set 7 Test
9:50-10:00 Passing
10:00-11:10 Set 8 Test

Extra-curricular activities will be held
as usual according to announced
times on these test days.

E n d   o f   y e a r   r e m i n d e r s

At the graduation service on Sunday,
June 1, a professional photographer
will take pictures of the presentation
of diplomas to each individual senior.
Northern Dakota Cable is also offer-
ing videos of the graduation service.
These will be available for purchase
to those who are interested.  There is
no obligation to purchase.  Flyers were
mailed to all senior class parents.

Hot lunch will be served
through May 27. There
will be no hot lunch on

semester test days.

It is important at this time of the school year that tuition accounts are cur-
rent.          Final payments are to be made before graduation day, June 1.      This is
especially important for senior class members so that their diplomas can be
signed and final transcripts mailed. (Exception: Those who are on the 12-
month payment plan must be current at the end of the school year.) All
accounts must be paid in full before the 2003-04 school year begins to
ensure enrollment of your student(s).  Please remember to contact Mrs. Nye
at the school office if you have any problems concerning payment.

Summer Camps

Basketball camps
     Girls:  June 9-12,  8:00
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. each day
     Boys:  June 16-20, 8:00
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. each day

Cost:  $120.00
Eligibility: students

entering grades 4-9
     Basketball camps are nearly full.
Please contact Mr. Carl Lemke if you
would like to participate in a basketball
camp.

Volleyball Camp
July 21-24; 9:00 -noon.
Eligibility: girls entering
grades 6 through 9
(SCLHS 9th graders are
strongly encouraged to
attend.)
Cost: $30.00
Registration Deadline: July 11
Late registration fee: $10.00
     Registration and information fliers
are available at all association elemen-
tary schools and in the SCLHS office
(651/455-1521).

Football Camp
August 4-8, 9 a.m. to noon
Cost: $45 Eligibility: boys
entering grades 6 through
9.  Registration deadline:
July 25.
     Registration and camp

information fliers are available at all
association elementary schools and at
the SCLHS office (651/455-1521).

Soccer Camp
July 14-18; 9-11:30 am
Cost: $80
Eligibility: Girls and
boys in grades 7-12.
Registration deadline:  June 23
Registration and camp information fliers
are available at the SCLHS office (651/
455-1521).

Class of 2004 parents and students,
it's not too early to plan for your
senior portraits. If at all possible,
please plan your photo sittings for
during the summer or after school
hours when the school year begins.

Music Parents Night:

Music Parents’ Night is sched-
uled for Wednesday, May 21,
2003, at 7:00.  All of the musical
groups will be performing and it
will give us a chance to recog-
nize the parents who are so
important to the music program.
Look for a mailing with more
information.

West St.Paul Days Parade :

The Crusader Band will once again
be participating in the West St.
Paul Days Parade on May 17.  The
parade is, as in the past, sched-
uled to march at 1:00 pm.  The
route as in past years is South
Robert Street marching from
Emerson to Annapolis.  Come and
give a cheer as the Crusaders
march by.

Music MemosMusic MemosMusic MemosMusic MemosMusic Memos

Spring Concert - May 30 - 7 pm.-
more details elsewhere in this
issue.



Math Results

STUDENT NEWS
Valedictorian

& Salutatorian
Special congratulations to two se-
niors who have achieved the sta-
tus of valedictorian and salutato-
rian for the Class of 2003.
Amanda Mahoney is  valedic-
torian with a 4.000 cumulative
grade point average, and
Kathleen Menke  is salutato-
rian with a 3.975 cumulative grade
point average. Congratulations on
a job well done!

Athena Award

Senior  Amanda Behnke was
chosen as this year’s Athena
Award winner for Outstanding
Women Athletes. She is among
32 girls from schools throughout
the St. Paul area. Amanda  has
participated in volleyball and
basketball her four years at St.
Croix. She has been named to
all-conference teams in both
sports. Other honors in basket-
ball  have been Conference
MVP,  all-metro team, all-state
honorable mention, and a basket-
ball scholarship to Winthrop
University in South Carolina.
Congratulations, Amanda!

Speech Team

 Twenty-five students  in eight
categories participated on the
speech team this year.
Discussion: Laura Schwartau (9),
Ben Flotterud (10), and Ursula
Dierauer (11)
Drama: Beth Gullixson (12)
Dramatic Duo:  Steve Springborn
(10) /Maricel Rott (11), Amanda
Pederson(11) / Jennifer Kom (11),
Corie Lemmage(11) / Allison
Loescher (11), Daniel Zhao (10) /
Zi-Peng Fan(12), and Cindy Wu
(11) / Fay Jia (12)
Great Speeches: Jen Budahn (12)
Humorous: Marie Gehlhar (9), Eric

Yiu (11), Amy Stoesz (11), and
John Sullwold(12)
Serious Prose: Vicky Huang (11)
and Brandon Wales (12)
Serious Poetry: Sarah Holmes (11)
and Martha Eisenbeis (11)
Storytelling: Katie Gibson(12) and
Kirstin Riess (12)
Team members participated in
eight area meets.  At the subsec-
tion meet held at Blake on April 2
the following students placed and
earned ribbons in their respective
categories:  First - Vicky Huang,
Fay Jia / Cindy Wu.  Second -
Katie Gibson. Third - Jennifer
Budahn and Kirstin Riess. Fourth -
Amy Stoesz. Fifth - Beth Gullixson
Amanda Pederson / Je nKom -
fifth. In the finals at the Section
4A tournament on April 4, at St.
Croix, duo Springborn and Rott
(substitutions) earned a sixth place
ribbon, Amy Stoesz earned a fifth
place, designating them as alter-
nates to the State meet.  Kirstin
Riess earned a second place
ribbon and Katie Gibson was the
Section 4A first place champion in
Storytelling.  Both girls advanced
to the State Speech Tournament
on April 11, at Centennial High
School, Circle Pine.  They were
not included in the list of finalists.
Coaches for the team this year
were Ellen Kuznicki, Jeff
Strehlow, and student teacher
Amanda Bater.

Top Scorers
Minnesota Math League - Zi-
Peng Fan
American High School Math
Exam: Grade 12 - Koki Mimura
Grade 10 - Samantha Johnson
MLC Meet Math:
Level 12 - Sean O’Malley, Eric
Yiu
Level 10 - Harrison Bachmann,
Jonathan Huebner, John
Mahoney and Kristen Scislow.
The 9 & 10th Grade Team placed
first among all MLC Meet Match
teams.
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Auction 2004
With Spring Break being moved to the end of
March, 2004 - the 12th Annual Auction date is
also changing.

The 2004 Auction will be held on Saturday,
March 13, beginning at 9:30 am.
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Festiva Americana!  - is the theme for the Annual Spring Concert at St. Croix Lutheran
High School. It will truly be a sampling of all varieties of American music. It will feature
the combined choirs opening the concert with “Let There Be Peace on Earth” and close
with the choirs and the band presenting “Let Freedom Ring”. The concert is set for May
30, 2003, beginning at 7:00.

In between the combined numbers the Croixaliers will dance to “I Love a Piano” - which
also reminds us of the new grand piano being used that night. The Oakdale Avenue Jazz will be accompanying
the choir in the song ”Doctor Blues” in a very American tradition of jazz. The OA Jazz will also keep the
American feel with their “Bugle Call Rag”.

The Women’s Choir will stay in the jazz vein with two very differing arrangements of the “Java Jive” and “Come
Fly With Me”.  They will also use a bit of American ingenuity to use Shakespeare’s lyrics from “Much Ado
About Nothing” and set it to music called “Sigh No More, Ladies”

The Crusader Chorus will entertain with “Down to the River to Pray” from the movie O Brother Where Art Thou?
They will also present the popular song, “Angels Among Us.”

The Crusader Choir will present the American Folk Song, “Billy Boy,” and a great setting of Robert Frost’s
poem, “The Road Not Taken”

The Crusader Band presents the origins of the Marines’ Hymn in the “Galop” from Genevieve de Brabant.
Sousa’s “The Black Horse Troop” will be there to give fulfillment to the march enthusiasts.  And even before the
movie of “The Lord of the Rings’ - there was the suite “The Lord of the Rings,” and the band will play an ar-
rangement of this that presents Gandalf, Gollum, and the Hobbits.

It should prove to be a most interesting evening of fun and fine American music. Please come and join us!

LIVE NATIVITY 2003 is prepar-
ing now to make costumes for
our second annual Christmas
event.  If you can offer appropri-
ate materials, patterns, or time
and skills to make costumes,
please contact Jayne Whitson
Moeller in the Development
office.  Plans include designing
a  collection of costumes for
Mary, Joseph, 3-4 shepherds
and 6-8 angels to eliminate the
need to borrow costumes next
year.

Dates to Remember
Annual Fundraising Events

• Sr./Alumni Luncheon
Wednesday, May 28

• Fishing Tournament
Saturday, June 28

• Golf Tournament
Monday, August 11

Development  Office News
Thrivent Matching Gift
Forms are now available from
the Development office.  Your
contributions to St. Croix can
be accumulated throughout the
year; totaling one gift to meet
the specified guidelines under
Thrivent’s new merged organi-
zation.  Call our office if you
have questions or visit
www.thrivent.com.

Matching Gift Programs –
Does your employer offer gift-
matching opportunities to
benefit your favorite charity?
Please check to find out if this
benefit is offered to you.  Last
year, St. Croix received 249
matched gifts totaling over
$80,000 from AAL, LB and 11
employers.  Thank you!

SCLHS Alumni are invited to
participate in a service project
this summer. With help, we can
clean and paint the dorms in
just two weeks and prepare for
next year.  If you are available to
help anytime between June 5-
21, please call the Develop-
ment office by June 1st to
schedule a day, evening or
weekend convenient for you!

St. Croix is grateful to our many
supporters who help our mis-
sion grow and prosper through
their generous gifts.  Please
consider a very special gift by
designating St. Croix Lutheran
High School in your will.  Call
the Development office if you
have any questions or seek
more information on special
gifts. 651-455-1521



How do 98 games of 3 on 3 fit
into one day in one gym?
Who knows, but that’s what
happened on Saturday, April
12th, marking the first annual
“St. Croix Lutheran 3 on 3 B-
ball Benefit”. Forty-one teams
of various ages crowded the
Crusader Courts for a day of
helping hoops action.  The
proceeds from this year’s
benefit went to assist the
Wakefield family with medical
expenses.   The response to
this first annual event was
exciting and we hope to
increase participation in next
year’s B-ball Benefit, scheduled
for Saturday, November 1,
2003.  Many players com-
mented on the quality compe-
tition within a Christian atmo-
sphere.
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St. Croix has entered into an agreement with
SMART Tuition Management Services to handle
tuition collection for the school.  In May,  parents of
registered students will receive an enrollment packet
for this new program. The  SMART program will
decrease our  administrative workload, while still
allowing your choice of payment options.

All families, except those that will make full payment
in advance, are required to participate in the
SMART program. Tuition forms must be returned to
the school office by June 10, 2003 so we can
forward the information to SMART in time for the
2003-2004  school year.

Questions about this program can be directed to
Mrs. Nye in the school office at 651-455-1521 or
to SMART at 1-800-SMART-03.

With one event under our
belts, we hope to make a
number of improvements to
make next year’s B-ball Benefit
bigger and better!  If you know
of a family, individual, or cause
that could use some financial
support, please contact the
Development Office for consid-
eration  in the next 3 on 3 B-
ball Benefit.

Results:Results:Results:Results:Results:
3rd/4th boys and girls3rd/4th boys and girls3rd/4th boys and girls3rd/4th boys and girls3rd/4th boys and girls -
“The Gladiators”: Nate Stob,
Jordan Kemp, Andrew Rose,
Ben Schuyler

5th/6th boys5th/6th boys5th/6th boys5th/6th boys5th/6th boys-
 “And One Ballers”: Ben Lowry,
Joe Brudzinski, Ben Gavin,
Michael Roeller

5th/6th girls5th/6th girls5th/6th girls5th/6th girls5th/6th girls - “WMMH”: Lindsey
Wales, Stephanie Melson, Kim
Hollencamp, Kelsey Majerus

7th/8th boys 7th/8th boys 7th/8th boys 7th/8th boys 7th/8th boys -“The Bombers”:
Matthew Prink, Matthew
Benson, Derek Staley, Chad
Stauffer

7th/8th girls7th/8th girls7th/8th girls7th/8th girls7th/8th girls
“The Hoopsters”: Tessa Koester,
Danielle Flis, Rachel Boldt,
Hannah Mortenson

High School boysHigh School boysHigh School boysHigh School boysHigh School boys
“The Buttercups”: Jared Wales,
Jay Melson, Steve Ramey, Bran-
don Honeycutt

MenMenMenMenMen
“WWMD”: Glen Wales, Scott
Melson, Steve Walls, Dan
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May 10 - Spring Formal
May 12 - Academic & Fine Arts Awards
Night - 7:30 pm
May 13 - Caps & Gowns handed out
May 17 - West St. Paul Days Parade
May 26 - Memorial Day - No School
May 28-May 30 - Semester Test Days; No
ISD 197 Hot Lunch
May 28 - Graduation Rehearsal for Seniors
May 30 - Spring Concert - 7:00 pm

June 1- Graduation Service - 2:30 pm
June 2 - Dorms close - 12:00 pm
June 14 - ACT Test at St. Croix


