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I know there are times when we look in
the mirror and see that there are things
we can do to improve the way we look.
It might be as simple as combing that
out-of-place hair or wiping away that
smudge on a cheek. The point is, many
times there are things we can do to
improve the reflection staring back at
us.

Last month I addressed how our chil-
dren can be a reflection of whom we
are as parents. There were helpful,
practical and
spiritual tips to make that reflection
more appealing. Did you try any of the
tips, especially the ones like reading
Scripture and praying with your chil-
dren? Or, did you casually toss the
article aside and “forget” about it?
After all, those “tips” would take time
and energy on your part, and would
they really work any way? Well, try
them! Take the challenge! Dare to take
God at his word when he says in Prov-
erbs 22:6: “Train a child in the way he
should go and when he is old he will not
run from it.” God gives us a responsibil-
ity in this verse to “train” our children.
May he strengthen and encourage us to
accept that responsibility.

As parents we need to be open and not
ignore the “tough talks” that make
most of us blush and squirm. At almost
every age we need to bring up with our
children the difficult subjects like sex,
tobacco, alcohol, drugs, gangs, etc. If we

don’t, more than likely someone else
they know will. The media will give
loads of information and influence on
these topics and, believe it or not, not
all of it will be good or true! In our
busy, bustling lives, perhaps we feel that
the opportunity and the time aren’t
available to have these important
discussions.  Maybe we can “find” that
time by turning off the car radio or CD
player and focusing on each other. How
much time do the TV, internet or video
games take up to rob us of precious
opportunities?  Has our own pursuit of
the “good life” and the “American way”
turned us into workaholics who can
barely fit our families in? Note how
focused God wants us to be on Him and
on our children as we read in
Deuteronomy 6:6-9: “These
commands that I give you today are to
be upon your hearts. Impress them on
your children. Talk about them when
you sit at home and when you walk
along the road, when you lie down and
when you get up. Tie them as symbols
on your hands and bind them on your
foreheads. Write them on the
doorframes of your houses and on your
gates.”

Our children may even bring up these
tough subjects first. Listen carefully to
what they ask and say. Answer as
honestly and openly (appropriately
so)as possible. Ask them what their
views are. They may already know the
right answer, and they may just want

����������	
���������������������������
Pastor Douglas Lange - teacher
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SchSchSchSchSchooooooooool Cll Cll Cll Cll Closingsosingsosingsosingsosings
Although we don't want to think about it yet, winter
weather is nearly upon us. For snow emergencies and
other school closing information for SCLHS,  please
listen to radio station WCCO (830 AM) or television
reports on Channel 4 (WCCO).

Please note that if the West St. Paul School District
#197 is closed, SCLHS will also be closed automati-
cally. Because St. Croix's student body covers many
school districts,  we also consider the decisions of
those district buses.  Because the safety of our
students is always the deciding factor, parents need
to make final decisions if their students are driving to
school.

Deciding when it is necessary to close the school is
an inexact science at best.  It is also generally not a
very popular decision, so we ask for everyone's
cooperation as we enter another winter season.
Thank you!

College Financial Aid Night No Hot Lunch!

For Seniors and their Parents
Monday, December 1, 7:00 PM at SCLHS

A college financial aid representative will be here to assist
parents and students in filling out the FAFSA (Federal financial
aid) form and answering pertinent questions about financial
assistance. Senior students will receive a letter in the mail about
this event.

On November 26, School district 197
will not be in session, so hot lunch will
not be served. Students are reminded to
bring a lunch that day.

Lunch Menus are online!
You can get a  lunch menu for the
month at:
http://www.isd197.org/nutrition/menus

Would you be interested in “adopting” one or
more St. Croix students over the holidays?  Students
who cannot fly home for Christmas are offered a
homestay family.  A handful of our international
students are Christians, many are not.  What a wonder-
ful time Christmas is to bring a newcomer into your
family and, as you share your American family tradi-
tions, to share the wonder of the Christ-child and the
amazing love of our Savior, Immanuel!

If you think you might be able to help St. Croix
in this area of its ministry, please contact Mrs. Tamara
Julian. You are invited to call or e-mail
(tjulian@sclhs.org).  This year, our Christmas break
runs from December 20 to January 4.

Thank you for considering this opportunity.
God's rich blessings to you and your family in the
approaching holiday season.
"Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves,
men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your
confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in
sharing with them and with everyone else."  2 Corinthians 9:13-14

A ChristA ChristA ChristA ChristA Christmmmmmaaaaas Guests Guests Guests Guests Guest

your affirmation. Maybe they just need the time spent with you in conversation. This also presents
another opportunity to look together in the Bible for God’s view on the matter at hand. The book of
Proverbs offers practical wisdom on virtually every topic under the sun.

Speaking of time, one of the greater gifts we can offer our children is our time and interest. Quantity
time is more important than quality time. Adjust schedules to be home when the children are home.
Attend events in which they participate, when possible. Demonstrate an interest in what is interesting
to them. Go fishing together! Bike! Walk! Talk! Play together! The positive results will be a positive
reflection on us as parents.

And finally, dads, our two main relationships in life - our relationship with God and our relationship with
our wives - help show our children how they are to act. Jesus tells us in Matthew: 5:14: “You are the
light of the world.” Shine brightly for them so that our children can also reflect that “Light” in their
lives.
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This year the Student Council members are:
Executive Committee:
Jared Kassulke-President
Jordan Smith- Vice President
Katie Tykwinski-Secretary

Senior Class:
Brandon Hayes- Class President
Allison Weihing-Representative
Aaron Schulz-Representative

Junior Class
Harrison Bachman-Class President
Anna Mielke-Rep.
John Dvorak-Rep.

Sophomore Class
Jenny Lange - Class President
Andrea Schmeling-Representative
Brett Lindeman-Representative

Freshman Class
Bradley Oberstad-Class President
Kai Kaniess - Representative
Rick Hoffman - Representative

International Representatives
Cindy Wu
Nobufumi Kadoyama

The Student Council chose the theme “Leadership
through Service” for the school year 2003-2004.  A strong
leader must be willing to be a servant.  Throughout the pages
of the Bible, we see clear evidence of that platform.  Christ,
the ultimate model of Christian service, taught in order to lead
you must be willing to humble yourself to the most remedial
tasks. He washed the disciples’ feet.  It is the Council’s
prayer to demonstrate a humble, yet confident style of
leadership.

The Crusaders took on the St. Bernard’s Bulldogs
during Homecoming this year.  The Student Council spon-
sored a week of class competitions.  The class of 2004
(seniors) proved to be the class with the most spirit (for two
years in a row).  This year’s royalty were:

King: Aaron Schulz Queen:  Emily Lange
Prince:  Peter Schugg Princess:  Kristine Bethke

Emily Lange won the Homecoming button design contest.

The next projects for Student Council are possible commu-
nity service projects, leadership conferences, and planning a
world mission project for the WELS ministry in Russia.
Due to Synod budget cut backs, several missions are forced
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Hansel & Gretel Cast
Hansel Abe Henry
Gretel Jen Kom
Frederick Marlon Rott
Susie Laura Schwartau
Johanna Shauna Pierce
Lydia Maricel Rott
Frick Steve Springborn
Frack Erin Peek
Witch Myra Lintner
Mother Katie Tykwinski
Father Mike Gehlhar
Troll John Henry
Owl Elisabeth Backer
Dew Princess Gina Jacot
Echo Martha Eisenbeis
Sandman Andrew Jacot
Caspar Taylor Langer
Katrina Alexandra Hansen
Children/Cookies Nathalie Costello

Amy Bouthilet

Director Tom Hansen
Student Director Kristine Gehlhar

Children's Theatre
presents

Hansel & Gretel
Performances:
Saturday, November 22 at 2 & 7 PM
Sunday, November 23 at 2 pm

Admission
Children Pre-K through 8th - $1.00

High School Students & Senior Citizens - $3.00
Adults - $4.00

to cut or close portions of their outreach programs.  The
Russian Mission is in certain need of a prayer and financial
help.  The Student Council is developing a PowerPoint
presentation on the Russian Ministry to explain the need of
this important mission.  Pastor Mike Ewart, who is currently a
pastor in Iskitim, Russia, has given the Council a few ideas of
specific needs.  After reading Pr. Ewart’s emails, one Council
member said, “Our Lord is truly amazing.  He has given us so
much in the U.S.  You can go to so many different WELS
churches in the same city around here (Twin Cities).  It truly
makes me thankful when I am reminded of what I am blessed
with.”  It is our prayer that the Lord would lead the St. Croix
family to help support this mission.

Student Council News - continued



St. John's Lutheran Church -
Stillwater, MN

Each issue, we will be featuring one of our association churches to help you learn more about the congregations
that support St. Croix. This month, we feature a  profile of . . .

Development News
Back to School Tuition Assistance Appeal -
”Sharing the Faith” Campaign.

52% of the $25,000 goal has been reached in this year’s
”Sharing the Faith” Campaign.  Thank you and Praise the Lord!
The funds raised from this appeal directly impact our Tuition
Assistance Programs.  These programs enable many families to
afford Christian Education opportunities at St. Croix for their
children.  St. Croix received almost $20,000 in Matched Gifts
last year, compounding your contributions that are so beneficial
to our ministry.  Matching funds are often available through
your employer’s benefit programs; and Thrivent Associate
Memberships are also available to qualify your gifts for matching
fund donations.  To learn more about ways to maximize your
contributions to St. Croix, please contact the development
office.

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!
Thanks to our many volunteers who have already shared their
time and talents helping with events; both friend-  and fund-
raisers this season!  From the mothers and students who sewed
Live Nativity costumes or served lunch at Grandparents Day,  to
the helpful hands who assemble our newsletters, work conces-
sions or refereed at the 3 on 3 Basketball tournament, to our
alumni who participated in Homecoming activities and those
who are committed to the success of this year’s auction, we value
your dedication and generosity that makes our ministry
successful.
Opportunities are still available for upcoming events and future
mailings and newsletters.  The development office has several
needs for data entry volunteers to assist with updating our
constituent database, updating alumni news for our website,
and auction item inventories.  Please contact Brenda Lindeman
in our Development Office if you are interested in scheduling
some time to assist with these or other opportunities.

Basic Facts
Year Founded: 1855

Pastor:  Rev. David M.
Ponath

Address: 5274
Stillwater Blvd. N,
Stillwater, MN 55082

Phone: 651-439-5408

Website:
www.stjohnsle.com

Email contact:
ponysr@usfamily.net

Worship times:
Bible Study -Sunday,
9:15 am
Worship - Sunday, 10:00

In the early 1850’s a number of German Lutheran families emigrated from Baden, Germany,
and settled in this area outside of Stillwater. Pastor Wilhelm Wier arrived in St. Paul in 1855,
but came out to these German settlers upon hearing that they had no pastor in the area. He

preached the first German Lutheran sermon in Washington County on August 19, 1855, in
the home of Albert Boese.

Soon after, the congregation organized and called Pastor Weir to be their pastor. They
bought two acres of land from George Kern at their present site. Under Pastor Adam Blumer,
the congregation began to build their small white lap-board church in 1858. When Pastor
Blumer moved away in 1860, Pastor Weir returned and saw the building through to comple-
tion in 1861. (The building still stands with a kitchen and entry way added on, and is used as
a social hall for the church.)

In 1892 the congregation built a new church - the red brick church - at a cost of $2200.
Measuring 22’x44', and having a balcony, it seats 100 people. The stained glass windows
were added in the 1920s. The original pressed tin walls and ceiling were for the most part
stripped and replaced with paneling and acoustical tile in the 1950s. However, in recent
years, some of the original tin has been restored.

The most recent and significant change has been the construction of an attached addition,
housing a quiet room, bathrooms and the office. Now the basic amenities are available and
accessible.

While changes to the site have been modest throughout St John’s history, there has been
essentially no change as far as the faith, confession and practice of the congregation.
Today, when change is expected and even seen as necessary, this congregation remains
faithful followers and communicators of the unchanging message from our unchanging God
- the message that Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life, and that no one comes to
the Father except through him.



Upcoming Events

November
8  Festival of Seasons Boutique
10  Cheerleading begins
14-16 WELS National Choral Fest
17 Girls' Basketball & Wrestling begins
17 Winter Sports Parents Meeting - 7pm
21 Board of Regents - 7:00 pm
24 Boys' Basketball begins
22 Children's Theatre 2pm & 7 pm
23 Children's Theatre - 2pm
26 No Hot Lunch
27-28 No School Thanksgiving Holiday

December
1 College Financial Aid Night
5 No School -Crusader for a Day
10 Team & Recruitment Pictures
12-13 Live Nativity Presentation  6-8 pm
14 WR at Kenyon Tourney
16 GBB vs Minnehaha 4:15/5:30/7
17 Semester Tests - No Hot lunch
18 Semester Tests - No Hot lunch
    Board of Regents - 7pm
19 Semester Tests - No Hot lunch
   Christmas Concert - 7 pm
   Alumni Reception after concert

Dec. 23- Jan 3  Christmas Break - No
school
 21  Dorms close at noon
 25-26  School  Office closed

January
1  Office closed
3  Dorms open - 3pm
5  Classes resume
15 Board of Regents - 7 pm
16 End of Semester
19 MLK Jr. Day - No School
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We extend a gracious welcome to Jonathan Favorite, our new student teacher from Martin Luther College.  Mr. Favorite is
teaching with Mr. Schacht and Pastor Lange.  His hometown is Eagle River, Wisconsin.  After high school Mr. Favorite
attended a technical college for one year before transferring to Martin Luther College and focusing on secondary education.

Mr. Favorite has one younger brother and one younger sister.  He is recently married and lives with his wife in New Ulm while
he completes his final year of college.  His wife, Erin, graduated from Martin Luther College.

The St. Croix students have learned that he is a member of the band Corban Creek.  He sings and plays guitar for them.  The
band performs a blend of traditional, modern, and original music and has toured during the summer.  This summer they toured
the western and southwestern United States.

Mr. Favorite will be here until Christmas break.

GRANDPARENT’S DAYS

165 Grandparents attended the two special days set
aside at school with their students last month.  Thrivent
sponsored a continental breakfast for them and an-
swered questions about matching gifts and planned
giving opportunities.  Photos taken of each student with
their grandparent(s) will be mailed to them thanking

them for attending chapel, lunch and class with their
grandchildren.  Copies of the photos will also be
available for students in the development office.
Thanks to our volunteers who helped make the
eventful day run smoothly, and special thanks to
Cheryl Short for preparing a delightful luncheon in the
dorm cafeteria!

SEPTEMBER STUDENT
OF THE MONTH
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will be held November 17, 2003 at 7
pm. If your son or daughter will be par-
ticipating in a winter sports activity, or on
the speech team, plan to attend this
meeting.
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With new tennis courts on campus this year, St. Croix
Lutheran High School established a girls' tennis club.
Eighteen girls came out regularly to learn and
practice the game of tennis.  Mr. Jeff Strehlow, the
coach, appreciated the enthusiasm of the group and
he enjoyed watching the improvement in skills over
the course of the season.  The club participated in a
scrimmage against the JV squad of SPA at the end of
the season to have the experience of playing in a
real match.  (Note: The boys tennis club’s season is in
the spring.)
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Overall Record  4-23-1  Conference 1-8
All-Conference: Ashley Jenkins
AC Honorable Mention: Heidi Mielke, Jackie Gysbers,
Abby Kassulke
MVP & Gatorade Player of the Year:  Ashley Jenkins
Lady Crusader: Heidi Mielke
Best Serving Percentage
& Gatorade Will to Win athlete: Abby Kassulke
Gatorade Rookie of the Year: Andrea Schmeling
Tri-Metro All Conference: Ashley Jenkins
Honorable Mention: Heidi Mielke, Jackie Gysbers, Abby
Kassulke
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Over the river and through the woods  . . . look at how fast we go....

The first season of the Boy's & Girl's Varsity Cross Country teams was a year spent building a positive foundation for
the future.   While small in numbers, the team was big in heart.  Led by captains Harrison Bachmann and Ashley Van
Doren, the teams competed in seven meets.  Some of the races were on flat and open courses, others were run on
paths through the woods, up tough hills, and one course even included hay bales to jump over.  Season highlights
included first place finishes by Dan Korstad and Ashley Van Doren at the Maranatha Duo meet.  At the TMC Confer-
ence meet, Harrison Bachmann and Ashley Van Doren broke the school records set last year in the Cross-Country
club.  Overall, it was a great first season in which the athletes had fun, improved in leaps and bounds, and learned
about hard work, commitment, and dedication.
All Conference Honors: Ashley Van Doren  Honorable Mention: Harrison Bachmann
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Overall record for girls' soccer:  8-8-2
Conference record 1-6-2
All Conference:  Kortney Knop
All Conference Honorable Mention:  Jana Huebner,
Christianne Wehrenberg, Lindsey Guerin
Team Awards:  MVP - Jana Huebner; Crusader Award -
Corie Lemmage; Most Improved - Nicole Pelletier-
Hinnenkamp and Emily Lange
Rookie of the Year - Kortney Knop
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Overall record:  2-7
Award results for Football were not available as this issue
was published.  Honors and awards will be included in
the December issue.
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Overall record:  4-12-3
Award results for Boys' soccer were not available as this
issue was published.  Honors and awards will be included
in the December issue.

Town Square Television Covers St. Croix Lutheran
Town Square Television recently finished their fall Game of the Week season.  St. Croix Lutheran High School

was featured in two of those games:

September 5th St. Croix Lutheran vs Concordia (Football)
September 9th St. Croix Lutheran vs Visitation (Volleyball)

Tapes are available at Town Square Television.  For more information call 651/451-7834 or log on to
www.townsquare.tv.  The winter Game of the Week schedule will be announced soon.
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WRESTLING
(Schedule as of October 28, 2003)

Dec 6   at Lester Prairie Tourney 8:00am/12:00
9   at Granite City 6 : 0 0
13  at Trinity Invitational (Visitation) 1 0 : 0 0
20  at Kenyon/Wanamingo Tourney        9:00am

Jan 3    at Cannon Falls Tourney 11 : 0 0
8   Trinity, DeLaSalle 5:00/ 6:30/8:00
10  at Chaska Tourney   9:00
15  Meadow Creek         6:30/7:00
20  Columbia Heights, Hopkins5:00/ 6:30/8:00
23  Lester Prairie  6:30/7:00
29  MCAA Tourney @ St. Croix Lutheran     5:30

Feb 6   at Meadow Crk/Rivers Christian     4:00
12  Minneapolis Washburn 6 : 3 0 / 7 : 0 0
13  at Fridley, Benilde, Trinity 5 : 0 0
17 Team Sectionals
20  Possible Team Sectionals
27/28 Individual Sectionals

ALL TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

BASKETBALL - GIRLS
(Schedule as of October 15, 2003)

Dec 2    New Life Academy 4:15/5:30/7:00
4    CHOF (Salvation Army) 4:15/5:30/7:00
6    at MN Valley Lutheran (Var. Only) 3:00
9    at Trinity (Visitation) 6:30/8:00
12  at St. Anthony 4:00/5:30/7:00

      29 & 30 Christmas Tournament at Jordan
(Jordan, Concordia, Rogers)

Jan 5    Humboldt 4:15/5:30/7:00
6    at Minnehaha 4:15/5:30/7:00
9    Breck 4:15/5:30/7:00
12  West Lutheran 4:15/5:30/7:00
16   at Mounds Park Academy 4:15/5:30/7:00
19   St. Bernard’s 4:15/5:30/7:00
24   Cannon Falls 4:30/7:30
27   Visitation 4:15/5:30/7:00
30   at St. Agnes 5:30/7:00

Feb 2    Blake 4:15/5:30/7:00
3    at St. Paul Academy 4:15/5:30/7:00
6    Concordia 4:15/5:30/7:00
10   at DeLaSalle 4:15/5:30/7:00
14  TBD
17  TBD
20  TBD
23  TBD
26  TBD

Mar 2    Subsection
4    Possible Subsection

ALL TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

BASKETBALL - BOYS
(Schedule as of October 15, 2003)

Dec 4    at CHOF (Salvation Army)  JV- 5:30/ V-7:00
5    at Minnesota Valley (Var. Only) 4:30
9    at Trinity (Visitation) 6:30/8:00
12  St. Anthony 4:15/5:30/7:00
15  New Life Academy 4:15/5:30/7:00

       29 & 30  Christmas Tournament at Jordan TBD
(Jordan, Delano, Concordia)

Jan 6    Humboldt 4:15/5:30/7:00
9    at Blake 4:15/5:30/7:00
12  at St. Bernard’s 4:15/5:30/7:00
16  Mounds Park Academy 4:15/5:30/7:00
20  at Randolph 6:00/7:30
24  Cannon Falls 3:00/6:00
26  at West Lutheran 4:30/6:00/7:30
30  St Agnes 4:15/5:30/7:00

Feb 3    St. Paul Academy 4:15/5:30/7:00
6    at Concordia 4:15/5:30/7:00
10  DeLaSalle 4:15/5:30/7:00
13  Minnehaha 4:15/5:30/7:00
17  at Breck 4:15/5:30/7:00

       19 or 21  TBD
24  TBD
27  TBD

Mar 2    TBD
5    TBD
11  Subsection
13  Possible Subsection

ALL TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

OTHER ACTIVITIES
Nov 22&23 Children’s Theatre
Dec. 5 Crusader For A Day
Dec. 19 Christmas Concert 7:00
Feb. 2,7, & 9   Freshman Registration
Feb. 22 Mid-Winter St. Croix Band Concert

7:00
Feb. 28 Starlight Dinner Concert
Feb. 29 Starlight Dinner Concert
Mar. 20 Grade School Spelling Bee

& Math Quiz Bowl
Open House 9-11

Apr. 4 Open House 2-5 PM
Spaghetti Supper 5:00
Lenten/Easter Concert 7:00

May 1 & 2    Spring Play
May 7 Grade School Track Meet

7th Grade Focus on St. Croix


