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How many of us don’t head into the
summer months with the notion that
for some unknown reason, there is
going to be all this extra time available
to us to do all the things we’ve been
waiting to do for a long time?  We be-
lieve that in the three magic months
of summer, anything and everything
can and will be accomplished.  I have
no idea why, but I just figure there is
going to be more than 24 hours in a
day during June, July, and August.  I
guess, it is simply because I just wish
there would be.

It has been an especially wonderful
activity filled summer at St. Croix.  We
have had the privilege of hosting over

400 elementary and high school age stu-
dents on our campus.  They have at-
tended everything from basketball camp
to volleyball camp to soccer camp to foot-
ball camp to the Veer camp, to the ESL
Summer Camp.  In addition, we were
treated to two days of drum and bugle
corps music as we played host to the 120
member strong Cavalier Corps from Illi-
nois.

Our classrooms were also filled with sum-
mer English instruction being carried out
through the International Academy of
Minnesota.  Students from across the
world came in contact with St. Croix
through their IAM experience.

Whew!  Summer!  A wonderful whirlwind of activity at SCLHS
Needless to say, there was outdoor cam-
pus activity as well. The construction of
the new outdoor athletic facilities has
been at full throttle all summer. Large con-
struction equipment and trucks have be-
come a very common site on the campus.

It has absolutely been a whirlwind of ac-
tivity at St. Croix this summer, and it has
been wonderful.  God’s gifts are being
used.  His name is being praised.  Did the
days go past too quickly?  Yes!  Did ev-
erything get accomplished that we hoped
for?  No!  But that is very okay, too.  It
reminds us all that God is in control.  His
grace and daily love for us is more than
sufficient. (by M. Kruse, President,
SCLHS)

Late spring and summer rainstorms
caused many delays for the construc-
tion crews working on the new out-
door athletic facilities included in the
Ministry in Motion project.  As a re-

sult, the timetable for completion of
the project has been extended.

The final surfacing of
the running track and
the tennis courts will be
delayed until early Oc-
tober.  Hopefully, at

t h a t
time the
n i g h t s
will not
be too
cold so
as to delay the final surfac-
ing.

Bolander Construction
along with Larson Engi-
neering is doing every-
thing they can to complete

the majority of the work prior to our Home-
coming game on Sept. 27.  Of course, they
cannot control the weather either.

If you are close by, stop in and
see the progress.  Pictures of the con-

Rains delay progress of Ministry in Motion project, but comple-
tion is in sight

struction can be found on our web site.
We will continue to plan for dedication of
the new facilities in connection with
Homecoming on Friday, September 27.
Please make plans now to attend.

If you have not as yet joined others in
supporting this project with your gift(s),
you are cordially invited to do so.  A gift
of any size is important and will help to-
ward the completion of payments.

Thank you.

Construction of "home" bleachers nears completion.

View of 14' high retaining wall and partial
view of long jump pit for field events.



As you may recall in the spring 2002
addition of St. Croix Today, President
Kruse announced the donation of a gift
to add a new chapel addition to the
school.  The donors also announced
through President Kruse that it is their
intent to follow this chapel gift with
the funding of a permanent position
which will have as its sole focus the
spiritual needs of St. Croix’s students.

Following this announcement, the
Board of Regents formed a Chapel
Addition Planning Committee.

The Chapel Addition Planning Com-
mittee has met throughout the spring
and summer with the goal of identify-
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Gift of chapel addition moves forward
ing an architectural/construction com-
pany to design and build the newly
donated chapel.  This past week the
committee announced that they have
chosen Kodet Architectural Group,
Ltd. of Minneapolis.

Before continuing their work, the
Chapel Addition Planning Committee
will await the results of property sur-
veys and the review of an overall cam-
pus master plan.  Once this study is
completed, the committee will continue
with the next phase of planning for the
new addition.  They are setting a tar-
get goal of being done with the plan-
ning and ready for construction by
June of 2003.

Welcome new Staff!

Once again, we begin a school year with
new faces on our staff. Joining our stu-
dent residence staff is Mr. Jon Balza. He
is a 2002 graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran
College. In addition to his dorm duties he
is also teaching Algebra I and Keyboard-
ing. Jon is from Appleton, Wisconsin.

Ms. Laura Brown has accepted our call
to be a dorm supervisor, too. She also
teaches Consumer Math and English IV.
Ms. Brown is from Rolling Stone, Minne-
sota, and she, too, is a 2002 graduate of
Wisconsin Lutheran College.

Mr. David Mielke recently moved with
his family from Michigan where he was
principal at St. John Luth. School in Hem-
lock. He is teaching Biology and Accel.
Geometry. He will also coach girls' var-
sity basketball. Dave, his wife Penny, and
their two children Zachary and Madylin
live in South St. Paul.

Another new face is that of Jeff Strehlow.
Mr. Strehlow accepted our call to teach
Chemistry and Algebra I. He will also as-
sist with the speech team and the drama
department at SCL.He previously was
principal at St. Paul's Luth. School in Mt.

Calvary, Wisconsin. He now lives in West
St. Paul.

We are also pleased that retired Pastor
Rodger Dale is our interim religion teacher
for the vacancy we have on staff. He is
teaching Religion 11 and a Biblical Knowl-
edge class. Pastor Dale and his wife,
Connie, live in Anoka.

A new face in our school office is that of
Mrs. Barb Backer. She recently began as
our school receptionist, a position that
she job-shares with Mrs. Cheryl Bloomer.
Mrs. Backer is a member of Good Shep-
herd Luth. Church in Burnsville. She and
her husband, Warren, have three children
- Elisabeth (13), David (10) and Catherine
(8).

We also welcome Mr. John McCall who
has graciously agreed to be our interim
Director of Resource Development. Mr.
McCall and his wife, Kathy, live in West
St. Paul and are members of Emanuel
Lutheran Church.

Mr. James Stewart is the newest member
of our maintenance/custodial staff. He
lives in Cottage Grove with his wife Linda

and their children, Christi, Nichole and
Tyler.

Ms. Nancy Radika is our new assistant
chef. She and our executive chef, Julie
Nauertz, prepare and serve all meals to
our 80 students in our on-campus dormi-
tories. Chef Radika lives in South St. Paul.

Congratulations,
            Class of 2002

The 99-member Class of 2002 completed
another step in their education goals on
Sunday, June 2, at their St. Croix gradua-
tion service. Rev. Rodney Pudell was cho-
sen by the class to give the graduation
address, and Andrew (A.J.) Kruse was
chosen as the class speaker. Nearly 90%
of the class has chosen to continue their
education at universities, colleges or tech-
nical schools.

May God continue to guide all the mem-
bers of the Class of 2002 as they take the
next step in their walk with Christ.

Jon Balza

Nancy RadikaJim Stewart

John McCall

L to R: Dave Mielke, Barb Backer, Laura
Brown, Jeff Strehlow, Pastor Rodger Dale



Our 2002 spring season of interscholastic sports events
resulted in some historic firsts for Crusader athletes and
teams. Here are the highlights.

Golf
Senior Lee Hoffman was our first golf athlete named to the
All-Conference team. He was also chosen as the team’s MVP.

Track & Field
Crusader Boys’ Team: 1st place at True-Team Subsec-
tions; 2nd place at True-Team Sections; 3rd place in Confer-
ence, 5th place at True Team State; 2nd place at Class A State
Track Meet

State Class A Track Meet Highlights:
Coach Brent Schacht couldn’t have been more

pleased – or more surprised. Senior Daniel Lange cleared 13
feet, 6 inches to finish second in the pole vault (16 inches
higher than his winning vault at the Section 4A meet a week
earlier).

Seniors Will Schaefer, Matt Aker, Daniel Lange, and
junior Mike Kohnke placed second in the 4x200-meter relay in
1 minute, 31.71 seconds (less than eight-tenths of a second
behind the winning team). These same four athletes placed
third in the 4x400 relay in 3:25:98, missing second place by
only four hundredths of a second.

Matt Aker took third in the 300 hurdles, and
sophomore Andy Halfman cleared 6-0 feet in the high jump
for sixth place. Junior Aaron Wolfram also competed in the
discus.

This 2nd place team trophy from the Minnesota State
High School League tournament was a first in the history of
track and field at St. Croix.

Crusader Girls’ Team: 2nd in conference; 3rd at Subsec-
tions.

Senior Lori Meyer qualified for the Class A State
Tournament where she placed 4th with a 16-foot 4-inch long
jump. All Conference honors went to Lori Meyer and junior
Katie Tiarks (shotput).

Softball
Our Crusader softball team also set a couple historic records
for SCLHS. They won the Tri-Valley Conference champion-
ship for the 4th consecutive year. They also earned 2nd place in
Class AA Subsections. Their overall record for the season
was 20-1, the best record in softball history at SCL.

All-Conference team honors: Seniors Bethany Abel, Ashley
Leier, Jenny Sell & Sophomore Katie Kortum; Honorable
mention – sophomore Karen Smart.

Tri-Valley Conference MVP Award: Ashley Leier
Lady Crusader Award: Bethany Abel
All-Section Team: Megan Henke, Ashley Leier, Jenny Sell

Player of the Week (both
Star Tribune & KARE 11 TV):

Ashley Leier
All-Metro Team (for both
Mpls.  and St. Paul): Ashley
Leier

All-State Team: Ashley
Leier; Honorable mention –
Bethany Abel

All-State Academic Team:
Megan Henke, Jennifer Sell

All-Sun Current Newspa-
pers Player of the Year:
Ashley Leier; Honorable
mention – Jennifer Sell,
Karen Smart (Photo courtesy of MN Sun Current Publications.)

Minnesota Player of the Year by the Gatorade Circle of
Champions:  Ashley Leier

Baseball
Although our boys' varsity team did not have a

winning season they worked hard and represented their
school well. Named to the All-Conference Team: Seniors Dan
Gernes & Michael Smith.

Congratulations to all our athletes and coaches! You have
represented your Lord and your school well.
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Crusader athletes make history at SCL

Photo courtesy of MN Sun Publications. L to R: Daniel Lange, Will
Schaefer, Matt Aker, Mike Kohnke, Coach Schacht, Coach Lange



"Soli Deo Gloria"
dedication service

Richard R. Gaichas (father of SCLHS alums Anna, Eva,
Nathan and John) was an organist and friend of Christ
Lutheran Church for over 30 years. In memory of his
life and dedication to the church, the family commis-
sioned David Herland, liturgical artist from Moorhead,
MN, to paint 10 individual pamels to decorate the bal-
cony. These panels depict the life of Christ as carried
out in Christian hymn verses. On Sept. 15, a special
service of song and praise for family and friends was
held at Christ Lutheran Church as they dedicated this
artwork to the church and thanked God for the won-
derful blessings of music and art.
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Mark your calendars for the 6th annual
Festival of Seasons

Arts & Crafts Boutique
Saturday, November 9, 2002

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
St. Croix LHS
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Please clip and return to Saint Croix
Mail to: SCLHS, 1200 Oakdale Avenue, West St. Paul, MN 55118-2699, or email us at baleier@sclhs.org

Alumni News Requested

The people who read Saint Croix Today are interested in YOU! We would like to always include an “Alumni News” page in
each issue. To do that we need to hear from YOU. Send us your news – job accomplish-ments, weddings, births, educa-
tional achievements, etc. (feel free to attach additional pages). Please also keep us informed of an address change so that
you continue to receive news about SCLHS. Thanks.

Name___________________________________________________  Graduation year _____________
Address _______________________________________________  City ________________________
State ________________ Zip __________________ Telephone # ______________________________
Email address _____________________________________________

News Update _______________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Nicole, on August 16, 2001. She has been
a joy and a blessing to both of them.

Jonathan R. Stadler (Class of ’89)
earned his Ph.D in psychology at
Vanderbilt University. He graduated on
May 10, 2002.

Gretchen (Caauwe) Emo (Class
of '90) and her husband, Michael,
were married in August 1996. We have
two beautiful children: Eveline Au-
gusta, born Feb. 17, 1995, and Theodore
Michael William, born May 8, 1998. We
currently live in a great old renovated
farm house in Shorewood, MN. Evie
attends Excelsior Elementary and
Theodore will be attending pre-school
at Christ Lutheran Church in Eden
Prairie. Michael is a computer engineer
for ADP Hollander in Plymouth. I have
been both staying at home with the kids
and working on and off around the
Twin Cities at different theaters.
Currently, I am starting another play at
Stages Children’s Theater in Hopkins.
We hope you all are happy and healthy.
God bless!

Sandie (Illi) Jendro (Class of '90)
graduated from Mankato State University
in 1994 with a degree in elementary edu-
cation. I am currently working as a Parent
Educator for an ECFE program part time.
My husband Korey and I have two boys
– Zach (born in July 1992) and Ramsey
(born Nov. 2001). We live in Monticello
and are in the process of looking for a
house a little bit closer to the city!

Cindy (Stuneck) Brothers (Class
of ’90) is now a Captain in the US Air
Force. My husband, Michael, and I are
currently stationed at the U.S. Air Force
Academy in Colorado Springs. I teach
political science and we both coach the
Nordic ski team. Michael recently tried
out for the 2002 Olympic team in biathlon.
Though he narrowly missed the team, I
will expect he’ll try again in 2006. We’re
thankful to have had so many opportuni-
ties to see the world and expand our edu-
cation.

Jonathan Mahrt (Class of  '92) at-
tended Creighton University in Omaha,
NE, where he met his wife, Donna. They
have been blessed with two children: they

Kathy (Wenthe) Schultz (Class of
’64) was called to her heavenly home on
October 6, 2001, after a 15-month battle
with lung cancer. She leaves behind a fam-
ily who misses her greatly and who cher-
ish many wonderful memories.

Laura (Herman) Otto (Class of
’87) In spring of 2001 my husband, Joel,
received and accepted a call to Reforma-
tion Lutheran Church in San Diego, CA.
In June we traded in our Wisconsin snow
shovels for beach shovels and headed
west to sunny San Diego. We are enjoy-
ing getting familiar with our new sur-
roundings. We have three children: Anna
6, Emma 5, and Micah 3. Besides caring
for my family, I work part time at our
school day care and substitute teach. In
my spare time I enjoy packing up the fam-
ily and heading to the beach, the San Di-
ego Zoo or Sea World. If you’re ever out
for a visit, we would love to have you
visit us at home and church.

Carl (Class of ’87) & Vickie
(Knippel – Class of ‘88) Constable
were blessed with their first child, Shelby
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adopted their daughter, Treasure (now 5)
in 1999, and their son, Rafael (now 6 mo.
old). Jon has been  employed by APAC
Customer Services for 9 years. He is the
Director of Account Management. Half
of his time is spent traveling to client sites
in Boston, Dallas, San Francisco, Sacra-
mento, Chicago, Atlanta and Tucson. The
Mahrts enjoy spending days pool side at
their waterfront home on Padre Island.

Sarah (Neikirk – Class of ’92) and
husband Mike Spott added Abigail Rose
to their family on June 19, 2002. She ar-
rived 5 days early during a thunderstorm.
Sarah’s first weeks as a new mother in-
cluded gall bladder surgery, but she sailed
through it, and Mike and Sarah are re-
covering nicely.

Michelle (Herman) Roth (Class of
’94). My husband, Ryan, and I are still
living in the Lansing area of Michigan
where he teaches grades 5 & 6 at Memo-
rial Lutheran Grade School. Last year, in
the middle of August, we moved to a
house in Williamston, MI. On Dec. 15,
2001, the Lord blessed us with the gift of
a son, Nicholas Ryan. He weighed 5 lbs. 3
oz. and was 19 in. long. We thank the Lord
that he was healthy since he arrived a
month early.

Peter Durow (Class of ’95) is a vo-
cal music teacher at Coppell High School
in Coppell, TX.

Jeannine Yenish (Class of ’96)
and Brad Kutz (Class of ’97)
were married on Saturday, June 22, 2002,
at Emanuel Lutheran Church, St. Paul.
Jeanni and Brad are currently living in
an apartment in St. Paul. Brad graduated
from UW, Platteville and is currently
working for United Defense as an
electrical engineer. Jeanni works at
Emanuel Lutheran School as a pre-
school teacher. She also coaches the
dance team at SCLHS.

Tim & Melissa (Turner) Harley
(both Class of ’96) were married in
July 1999. They have just recently
purchased their first home in Norwood
Young America. Melissa teaches 5th

grade at St. John’s Lutheran School in
Young America, while Tim is busy
framing houses for Marquis Builders in
Eagan. Tim and Melissa spend their free
time landscaping and decorating their
new home and taking care of their two
cats.

Matthew Magle (Class of ’96)
graduated from the University of
Wisconsin, Stevens Point in 2000. My
degree is in urban forestry, and I work
for the City of Kohler, Wisconsin. On
June 29, 2002 I married Katie Grube
whom I met at Stevens Point. We will
make Sheboygan, WI our home.

Erin Luebchow (Class of ’96) I
graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in
Fine Arts from St. Olaf College in May
of 2000. I am currently working full time
for the Minnesota Department of Health
while studying for an Associate’s
degree in Multimedia/Computer
Graphics at Globe College in Oakdale. In
my spare time, I enjoy sleeping, reading,
playing handbells, watching Twins
games, and getting together with my
old St. Croix lunch table crew. I’d love
to hear from my fellow SCLHS alums, so
send me an email at erly27@yahoo.com!

Amy (Schultz) Ward (Class of
’96) and husband, Scott, announce the
birth of a son, Noah Evan. He was born
on Sept. 19, 2001, weighing in at 10 lbs.
2 ¾ oz., 21 ½ in. long. Noah joins his
big sister, Hannah (3).

Mario Paez (Class of ’97) gradu-
ated from Saint Olaf College, Northfield,
MN on May 27, 2001 with a B.A. in
economics with a finance emphasis. He
is currently employed as an Executive
Protection Underwriter at the Chubb
Group of Insurance Companies. He will
be attending Claremont Graduate
University’s Ph.D program in econom-
ics and political science in Claremont,
CA in the fall of 2002.

Send us YOUR news for the
next SCT alumni page!


