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School Year Begins
On Monday, August 29, students, 
parents, faculty and staff gathered in 
the St. Croix Chapel for the opening 
service of the 2005-2006 school 
year. Pastor Dave Huebner’s message 

clearly defined our chapel theme for 
the year – Dare to Make a Difference. 
“You are the salt of the earth. But if 
the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be 
made salty again? It is no longer good 
for anything, except to be thrown 
out and trampled by men. You are 
the light of the world. A city on a hill 
cannot be hidden. Neither do people 
light a lamp and put it under a bowl. 

Instead they put it on its stand, and it 
gives light to everyone in the house. 
In the same way, let your light shine 
before men, that they may see your 
good deeds and praise your Father in 

heaven.” Matthew 5:13-16

Pastor Dave told the assembly 
that when Jesus calls us the 
salt and light of the world, he 
is telling us to use our earthly 
lives for a purpose – to make 
a difference for other people 
so that they may also enjoy 
a different way of looking at 
God, at themselves, at life, and 
at what will happen after this 
life.

We pray that God’s amazing grace 
will motivate each of us to Dare to 
Make a Difference for someone else!

Opening day statistics:
 Total Enrollment 395
 Residence students   96
 Homestay students     9
 International students   60

WWW.SCLHS.ORG

St. Croix’s website has a whole new 
look! We encourage you to check it 
out. 

In early August, we launched the 
first pages. We hope that you find it 
interesting and easy to navigate. Mrs. 
Marje Nitz, our webmaster, spent 
many months carrying out the plan 
laid out by Neuger Communications 
Group of Northfield. We have worked 
closely with Neuger Communications 
Group for nearly two years in the 
design of our new graphic identity.

Mrs. Nitz will continue to oversee our 
website. She will add new pages as 
they are completed each week so that 
anyone visiting our website can get a 
complete picture of our school, its mis-
sion and ministry. Thank you, Marje, 
for all your hard work and expertise.

Over the past decade there has been a 
growing interest among people of all 
ages in learning more about planning 
for their financial future while at the 
same time experiencing the joy of 
giving and providing future gifts to 
family and charities alike.  This is even 
more true among Christian believers, 
who motivated by their love of God, 
feel a strong desire to seek ways to 

share with others that with which 
God has blessed them. 

Often the problem of not knowing 
where to turn or to whom to turn 
for trusted advice in these matters 
prevents many Christians from 
ever acting on their godly desires 
to share.  St. Croix has been given 

St. Croix Welcomes Gift Planning 
Counselor

(continued on p. 2)

MERIT SCHOLARS

More than 350 Minnesota high school 
students are among 16,000 semifi-
nalists nation-wide who qualified to 
compete for the 51st annual Merit 
Scholarship awards to be given this 
school year. Congratulations to St. 
Croix senior Jacob Mahoney who is 
among the semifinalists. Finalists will 
be named in spring 2006.

We also congratulate St. Croix senior 
Jonathan Huebner who was named a 
commended student in the Merit Schol-
arship program.
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the opportunity to give back to its 
association members and churches 
by providing them with someone 
to whom they might turn for such 
assistance.  

Through a very generous grant from 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, St. 
Croix has established the position 
of Gift Planning Counselor, and 
by God’s grace has filled it with 
someone both knowledgeable and 
of high integrity. The call to serve 
in this position has been accepted 
by Rev. William J. Schaefer, II who 
began his service to the St. Croix 

Association the beginning of October. 
Pastor Schaefer will be available to 
everyone for listening, 
answering questions, 
sharing current 
information, and 
assisting with the tools 
available for carrying 
out a joyful Christian 
plan of giving. 

For the past twenty years, Pastor 
Schaefer has served as pastor to St. 
John’s Lutheran in Minneapolis. 
During that time he has also served 
in several capacities at St. Croix 

including Secretary and then 
Chairman of the Board of Regents, 
Chairman of the 40th Anniversary 
Committee, and most recently, 
Chairman of the St. Croix Chapel 
Planning Committee.   

St. Croix is thrilled to be able to offer 
this service to the congregations and 
members of our St. Croix family 
through the person of Pastor Schaefer. 
We are confident that his service will 
be a blessing to generations to come.

(continued from p. 1)

Joining us this year are four new 
teachers and a gift planning 
counselor.  Lisa DeJarnett joins St. 
Croix as an English teacher and 
dormitory supervisor. She is a 2004 
graduate of Martin Luther College 
with a secondary education degree 
in English.  Ms. DeJarnett, who 
grew up in Georgia, spent a year 
teaching English in China.  Besides 
teaching and dorm supervision, Ms. 
DeJarnett will be helping with the 
Speech program.  Ms. DeJarnett loves 
traveling and saw many wonderful 
sights while she worked in China last 
year.

Laura Fry joins St. Croix as part of 
the World Language department.  Ms. 
Fry graduated from Martin Luther 
College in 2004 and chose to spend 
a year working for Kingdom Workers 
with the Hispanic immigrants in 
Santa Ana, California.  She did 
outreach and evangelism work and 
taught English as a Second Language 
(ESL) classes to adult immigrants 
there.  Ms. Fry’s degree is in secondary 
education in Spanish.  She is teaching 

Spanish levels 2-4 and is currently 
coaching cross-country track.  Ms. Fry 
loves to travel and especially enjoys 
the outdoors.

Another new teacher who is doing 
dormitory supervision is Christine 
Kneser.  A 2005 graduate of Martin 
Luther College, Christine joins the 
Math department.  Ms. Kneser’s 
degree is in secondary math 
education; she is teaching Geometry 
and Keyboarding.  Ms. Kneser grew 
up in Lexington, South Carolina.  
After high school she traveled Europe 
with her high school orchestra 
where she played American fiddle 
music.  Ms. Kneser is helping with 
cheerleading this Fall.

Tamara Leyrer is teaching in the 
English department.  She, too, is a 
graduate of Martin Luther College.  
Her teaching experience is in the 
American school in Taiwan where 
she spent the last nine years with 
her husband and four children.  Her 
husband, Peter, was a missionary in 
Taipei, Taiwan, until he accepted a call 

to Pilgrim in Minneapolis.  Her two 
older children, Andrew and Liana, are 

students at St. Croix.  Mrs. Leyrer is 
teaching ESL and Basic English and 
will be helping with track.

Pastor William Schaefer recently 
accepted the call to be our Planned 
Giving Counselor (see article above).  
He and his wife, Judy have three 
sons, all of whom are graduates of St. 
Croix. 

May God richly bless these new staff 
members and through them bless the 
ministry at St. Croix.

Back: Tamara Leyrer, Pastor Bill Schaefer, Chris-
tine Kneser   Front: Laura Fry, Lisa DeJarnett

Welcome, New Staff

Rev. William Schaefer
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Football Fever
“Awesome!” “Fantastic!” “Crusaders are the best!”  These are just a few of the things St. Croix students are saying about 
the Crusaders football team this year. As of this writing, the team’s record is 6-0, and we hold first place in the Tri-Metro 
Conference.

Have you read the articles about our team in the newspapers? Players and coaches were interviewed for special articles 
in both the St. Paul Pioneer Press and the Minneapolis Star Tribune. Two of the team’s starters - senior Seth Gould and 
senior Brett Lindeman - were chosen as “playmakers” by the Pioneer Press.  At the last two games, television cameramen 
were here from both Channel 11 and Channel 4.

Have you been to a game? At our home game against Concordia Academy, the bleachers were filled and many folks were 
standing on the concrete platform.  We are looking forward to a great crowd for homecoming. Go, Crusaders!!

Record of W/L as of this writing:
 Crusaders 40 DeLaSalle 37   Crusaders 60 Breck 36
 Crusaders 27 St. Bernard’s 7   Crusaders 42 Concordia Academy 33
 Crusaders 56 WI Rapids Assumption 22 Crusaders 42 Minnehaha Academy 3

Crusaders for
Katrina Relief

The students and staff of SCLHS have 
given more than $4,000 to the WELS 
Committee on Relief, a non-profit 
organization experienced in handling 
relief efforts, to help the victims of the 
hurricane Katrina disaster. We held 
a special chapel within a few days 
after the destruction, and the students 
responded with prayers and gifts from 
their hearts.

CALENDAR EVENTS

October
 30 Open House & Tours
  2:00-4:30 P.M.
  
 Area Reformation Service 
 St. Croix Chapel 4 P.M.

  Chili/Pie Social 4:30 P.M.

  Fall Music Concert 6:30 P.M.

November
 5 Children’s Theater “King 
  Midas and the Touch of 
  Gold” 2 & 7 P.M.

 6 “King Midas and the Touch of 
  Gold” 2 P.M.

 9 Career Information Day

 11-13 WELS National Choral Fest 
  at MLC

 12 Festival of Seasons Boutique 
  9 A.M. - 4 P.M.
December
 16 Christmas Concert 7 p.m.

What’s new at St. Croix Lutheran High School? How does the future look? 
What are the opportunities and challenges? Have you been out of touch with 
your high school lately?

A program called “Today at St. Croix” has been developed to provide an 
interesting and informative perspective of the mission and ministry of St. Croix. 
It will be of interest to every association member. Hosted by President Merlyn 
Kruse and Director of Resource Development Jim Pasbrig, this unique program 
lasts about 90 minutes. No solicitation in involved. Please RSVP to Jim Pasbrig 
at 651.455.1521, ext. 113.

Dates and times through December 2005 include:

Thursday, October 27 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, November 8 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, November 29 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday, December 13 7:00 p.m.

Today at St. Croix

We encourage you to accept our 
invitation, St. Croix is a vibrant 
ministry. We are anxious to share its 
story with you!

On Wednesday, November 9, St. Croix 
will hold a Career Information Day for 
all students. Are you interested in being 
a presenter, or do you know of some-
one who is? Presentations are scheduled 
for 25 minutes each, on the hour and 
half-hour, from 12:30-3:00 p.m. If you 
are available to talk about your career, 
education and work experiences, we 
want to hear from you! 

We invite you to contact Pastor Dave 
Huebner at dhuebner@sclhs.org or call 
651-454-5799.

Career Information Day
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Here is just a sampling of some accomplishments, travels and volunteer services St. Croix students did in the summer months.

Sam Borgwardt, a St. Croix sophomore, attended Concordia Language Camp for one week this summer. Sam wants to be 
bilingual and the language he is most interested in is Japanese. “The camp called Morino Ike (Forest on the Lake/Pond) was 
a Japanese immersion camp. The teachers could not use English to teach us, so it was somewhat like being in kindergarten. 
They had to use a lot of hand signs and visuals to teach us the Japanese words.”  The students were grouped in clubs to explore 
Japanese culture – tea ceremony, flower arranging, etc. Sam is continuing to study Japanese throughout the school year by using 
a textbook and CDs. He hopes to attend the immersion camp for two weeks next summer.

Peter Dierauer, a St. Croix junior, played percussion for the Burnsville Community Theater production of  “Music Man” 
this summer. “It was a neat experience working with people who were doing this just because they wanted to and did not 
receive any pay to do it. I was the dummer for seven performances.” Peter also took an African drum class at the Minnesota 
Valley Academy Music School. “I played two drums called doon doon and sonba that are used in African villages to announce 
everything.” At the conclusion of his lessons, Peter played the drums between stage performances at the “Arts and All That Jazz 
Festival” in Burnsville.

Scott Noh, a St. Croix senior, attended an art school academy nearly all summer while he was home in Seoul, Korea. He plans 
to apply to a number of American art colleges, so his goal was to complete his art portfolio that will accompany his applications 
to these schools. “Each morning I would take the subway train to the school. Classes would begin at 9 a.m., and I would draw 
as the teacher would instruct until 12:30 p.m. After a one-hour break for lunch, I would go back to class and draw until 5:30 
p.m.” Scott said he worked with other mediums, too; paint, charcoal, acrylics, collages. 
Each day he would have a different art instructor, so he had the opportunity to 
work on many different projects. Scott did accomplish his goal – his art portfolio is 
complete.

Andrea Schmeling, a St. Croix senior, traveled a long way from home this summer. 
She spent two weeks in Hong Kong.  She stayed with the family of one of St. Croix’s 
international stduents, Sin Kwan (Ivy) Tsoi. Ivy and Andrea are roommates this year in 
the dormitory. While in Hong Kong, Andrea experienced attending school at Tsung 
Tsin Christian Academy. “The school building is seven stories high. I participated in a 
couple English classes and interacted with the students during recesses. Many students 
in Hong Kong do not get the oopportunity to participate in sports, so they were 
surprised that I know how to play and hopped right in with them.” Andrea said that 
she enjoyed going to the markets and even did some bargaining. She enjoyed traveling 
on the train/subway system and crossing the Hong Kong harbor on the Star Ferry.

On June 29, St. Paul Mayor Randy Kelly presented a Certificate of Appreciation 
to St. Croix Lutheran High School on behalf of student participation in the Capital City Education Initiative and the Read, 
Read, Read Program. Marie Gehlhar (12), Kristine Gehlhar (10), Samatha Johnson (12), Ashley Von Eschen (12), 
Hannah Romanik (12), and Brittni Wentzel (10) volunteered at Roosevelt Elementary School on St. Paul’s Westside. The 
Read, Read, Read Program was a highly successful after school initiative focused on improving education and test scores for 

disadvantaged communities. St. Croix students mentored children and improved test 
results in a program that is now being imitated in          
communities across the nation.

On August 24, St. Croix football players, Chris 
Brudzinski, Seth Gould, Brett Lindeman, 
and Tyler Uhlenbrauck spent an afternoon 
coaching the Westside Boys and Girls Club kids 
in a game of football. The St. Croix students also 
introduced the Kick, Pass, & Spike Competition 
to the Boys and Girls Club and invited them to 
compete against other students at the halftime of 
the Crusader Homecoming game on October 
14.

What Did You Do This Summer?

(Crusader football players Chris Brudzinski (far left)  and 
Brett Lindeman (left) with their “football students”.)
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ALUMNI NEWS

Please send information to:  SCLHS, 1200 Oakdale Avenue, West St. Paul, MN  55118-2601, or e-mail us at: baleier@sclhs.org.

We would like to include an “Alumni News” page in each issue of St. Croix Today. Please send us your news — job accomplishments, wed-
dings, births, e�
please keep us informed of any address changes so you can continue to receive news about SCLHS. Thank you.

Include your Name, Graduation year, Address, Phone number, E-mail address, and News Update. We look forward to hearing from you!

ALUMNI UPDATES

Class of 1975
Held their 30-year reunion 
this past summer at the 
home of Dave and Laurie 
Footh. A great time was 
had by all! (photo right)
    
Class of 1995
Carrie (Stueber) Orvik 
and husband Jamie, were 
blessed with the birth of 
their first child, Haley 
Josephine Orvik, born on 
June 30, 2005. Weight 
- 8 lbs. 8 oz.; Length – 22 
inches. The Orviks live in 
St. Louis Park, MN.

Class of 1991
James Kluth and his wife, Tara, have 
three sons: Evan (2000), Aidan (2003) 
and Tobias (2005). Jim teaches English 
and Latin at Schaeffer Academy in 
Rochester where he celebrated ten years 
of service in May. Jim also received the 
Classical Association of Minnesota’s 
2004 Teacher of the Year award. 
Salvete, omnes!

Class of 1994
Sara (Merseth) married Greg Traylor on 
May 22, 2004, 
in a lakeside 
ceremony at 
the home of her 
sister Rebecca 
(Merseth) 
Shattuck. Her 
father, Nile, 
presided over 
the ceremony. 
The traylor’s live in St. Paul where Greg 
works as a route salesman/relief driver 
for Old Home Foods, and where Sara 

is an RN case manager for Optioncare. 
She has the privilege of working along 
side her mom, Lynn, who is a visiting 
RN, and her sister, Katie, who works in 
medical records. Sara is enjoying the 
challenging role of step-mom to Layonna 
(12) and “Little” Gregg (14). She 
recently added obtained her Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing degree. In their free 
time, Sara and Greg have fun cooking 
and baking for their small catering 
company - Black Eyed Greens.

Class of 1997
Nathan and Beth Kassulke were blessed 
with the birth of their first child, Naomi 
Elizabeth Kassulke, on August 4, 2005. 
Weight – 8 lbs. 7 oz.; Length – 20 
inches. The Kassulkes live in Tucson, AZ.

Class of 1998
Joel Kassulke was recently promoted 
to the rank of Captain in the US Army. 
He also is the recipient of the Bronze 
Star for heroic actions in Iraq. After 
completing his one-year tour of duty 

in Iraq, Joel is currently stationed in 
Colorado.

Class of 1999
Jonathan Liesener married Sara Luedtke 
on August 12, 2005, at Bloomington 
Lutheran 
Church. Joner 
is a teacher 
and dorm 
supervisor 
at St. Croix 
LHS. Sara is 
currently in 
the second 
year of 
her school 
psychology 
master’s 
program at 
the University 
of Wisconsin, 
Eau Claire.

Class of 2000
Theodora “Teddy” (Kurth) Rogers 
graduated magna cum laude from 
Truman State University in May 2004. 
She is currently pursuing her master’s 
degree at the University of Missouri, 
Columbia. She married Jason Rogers on 
May 29, 2005. Jason is also completing 
his masters program.

Class of 2002
Bethany Abel and Matthew Otterstatter 
were married in the St. Croix Chapel 
on August 27, 2005. “We were a little 
apprehensive since ours was the first 
wedding to take place in the St. Croix 
Chapel. As it turned out we could not 
have asked for anything better. Our 
guests only had compliments. They 
loved seeing the bride and groom from 

Back Row: Jeff Fenske, Gerry Ebert, Dave Footh, Brian Bahneman, Kent 
Uecker  Front Row: Pastor Staab, Deb (Schindel-decker) Hunter, Karen 
(Dunkel) Douden, Cindy (Swenson) Hayes, Jane (Bakeberg) Petron, 
Monica (Hulke) Anderson, Kathy (Mishler) Hollenbeck, Lois (Piepgras) 
Miller, Cory (Balzer) Barton

Jonathan and Sara Liesener
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different angles.” 
Matt is a senior 
at the University 
of Minnesota 
majoring in 
aerospace 
engineering. 
He will begin 
graduate school 
next fall. Bethany 
finished school and 
is working as a 
medical assistant 
at HealthPartners 
in Woodbury.

Ruth (Doepel) 
Solland married 
Travis Solland on 
July 30, 2005 at Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Osceola, WI. The couple bought a 
house in Centuria, WI where they live 
with their cat and dog. Currently, Ruth 
is attending Globe College 
with the post-graduation 
intention of becoming a 
phlebotomist (drawer of 
blood). 

Lori Meyer recently 
completed her junior year 
at Martin Luther College in 
New Ulm. With a passion 
for art, Lori completed seven 
murals on the walls of MLC. 
Besides painting murals on various 
classroom walls, she also completed 

a Luther mural and a 
WELS missions mural 
in the MLC library. 
Currently, Lori is 
attending the Santa 
Reparata International 
School of Art in 
Florence, Italy for a 
semester studying art 
education. “I hope to 
use my love for art in 
an elementary school or 
even at the high school 
level,” Lori says. (taken 
from “MLC In Focus” 
summer 2005 issue)

Class of 2003
Aaron (‘00) & Jennifer (Gerber) Biebert 
make their home in Milwaukee. Jennifer 
was recently promoted to the position 
of Catering Director for Wisconsin 
Lutheran College. She is now a full time 

employee and a full 
time student at WLC. 
Her job includes 
meeting with clients, 
setting up, decorating 
and serving events, 
and managing the 
kitchen staff. Aaron 
is working for Home 
123 as a loan 
consultant. He is also 

the head of the Stewardship Committee 

Matt and Bethany Otterstatter

Ruth and Travis Solland

Lori Meyer by her Luther mural

at their church and secretary for the 
Board of School Ministries.

Dustin and Lindsay (Mickelson) Wood 
were married March 26, 2005. Lindsay 
is a hair stylist in Eagan, and Dustin is a 
carpenter. They just bought a new home 
in Cottage Grove, MN.

Anniversary
Planning Begins

St. Croix’s 50th Anniversary is com-
ing. Plans for celebrating in 2007-
2008 are in motion. We invite alumni 
to volunteer your time and talents 
in the planning process. Please call 
651-455-1521, ext. 398 or email to 
50yearanniversary@sclhs.org, with 
your name, phone #, email ad-
dress and area of interest. “Theme 
thoughts” are also welcome.


