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On Sunday, June 4, ninety-four 
students were graduated from 
St. Croix Lutheran High School. 
Guest speaker for the commence-
ment service was Rev. John Boeder, 
campus pastor and religion professor 
at MLC and a St. Croix alumnus, 
class of 1982. The students chose 
Harrison Bachmann as their class 
speaker, and St. Croix instructor, Mr. 
Paul Kassulke, spoke on behalf of 
the faculty.

Our congratulations to the Class of 
2005. God bless you as you continue 
your walk with Jesus.

Graduation

St. Croix welcomed a number of alumni, 
parents, and friends on March 9, for a 
Career Day. Presentations were made 
to all juniors and seniors. The program 
was set up so students could attend five 
different presentations throughout the 
afternoon.

Many thanks to the following presenters:
 Alumni: Dave Ubel (‘78), Steve 
Swenson (‘78), Alisha Rindal Johnson 
(’84) 

 Parents (present and past): Dave 
Danner, Julia Jacot, Cindy Pieper, Cindy 
Rowe, Mary Smith, Rick Waldschmidt

 Friends or SCL staff: Joel Liesener, Lisa 
LaFrance, Pastor Mark Kom, 
Marje Nitz, Brent Baumler

The day was a great success. 
Students got a view of a 
variety of career choices: 
engineering, counselor/
therapist, physical therapy, 
dental assistant/hygienist, 
information technology, realtor, 

public ministry, marketing, journalism, 
and more.

Thank you to all the presenters. You 
made the day a great success. We are 
now in the planning stages for our next 
Career Day, scheduled for Wednesday, 
November 9, 2005. This will be an 
all-day event with presentations for all 
students, grades 9-12.

Interested in being a presenter or know 

CAREER DAY AT ST. CROIX

SCL alums Alisha 
(Rindal) Johnson and 
Dave Ubel present on 
Career Day.
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A Chapel For Many Occasions
The students and staff of St. Croix are 
truly blessed with the beautiful chapel 
facility dedicated last January. Daily 
chapel in this light-filled, spacious 
structure is awesome.

In May, the student-awards lyceum 
was held in the chapel. The faculty 
enjoys meeting there for weekly 
briefings. Association church and school 
secretaries were invited to St. Croix in 
April and met for an opening devotion 
in the chapel. Voice lessons, piano 
practice and organ lessons/practice take 
place in the chapel. In August, the first 
alumni wedding in the St. Croix Chapel 
will happen when Class of 2002 alums, 
Bethany Abel and Matthew Otterstatter, 
say their vows.

And mark your calendars for a special 
event this fall. The Bala Brass Quintet, 
an award-winning chamber ensemble, 
will appear in concert in the St. Croix 
Chapel on Tuesday, October 18, at 
7:00 p.m. The Bala Brass Quintet is 
winning the hearts of audiences around 
the globe with its infectious spirit and 
enthusiastic performances. In June, they 
performed at the 2005 International 
Trumpet Guild Conference in Bangkok, 
Thailand. A concert critic penned these 
words about the quintet’s performance 
of a piece by Robert Bradshaw: “All 
members of the Bala Brass were in 
top form in this difficult piece. The 
excellent performance of this ensemble 
was stellar – adjectives offered in their 
most honest, sincere meaning.”

Bala Brass Quintet performs in Bangkok, Thailand

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS NOW!

Concert Performance
The Award-Winning

Bala Brass Quintet

Tuesday, October 18, 2005, 7 P.M.
in the

St. Croix Chapel
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Something New:  The Crusader Corps
In response to the dramatically changing landscape of financial support, St. Croix is striving to manage the rising 
cost of tuition.  One aspect of this important task is the establishment of a corps of people who believe in the 
mission and ministry of St. Croix and who are willing to support it through annual, undesignated gifts.   These 
people become members of the “Crusader Corps.”  On May 11, they enjoyed a light meal, fellowship, and an 
energizing program.  Twenty-five families became inaugural members of the Crusader Corps.

Q and A about the Crusader Corps:
1. How can I become a member of the Crusader Corps?

Contact Director of Resource Development Jim Pasbrig (jpasbrig@sclhs.org or 651-455-1521 ext. 113) to 
make arrangements for a commitment for an annual gift.

2. What level of giving is expected?
Commitments of any size are welcome.  There are suggested levels of $83 to $400 monthly, but St. Croix is 
grateful for any gift.

3. What else should people know about the Crusader Corps?
Members will be given a choice of whether they will receive other mail appeals.
A Crusader Corps gift is undesignated allowing the regents and administration to use the gift where it is most 
needed.
Members will be regularly invited to events such as the one held on May 11.
A special member newsletter will be sent at least twice a year.

4. How is the Crusader Corps different from the Wildung Society?
Members of the Wildung Society have made St. Croix a part of their estate plan or have established a family 
foundation for St. Croix.  Crusader Corps gifts target operational costs with the goal of holding tuition costs 
to a minimum.  Wildung Society members meet annually in the fall (Sunday, September 25, 2005).

We pray that the Lord will bless the Crusader Corps as they strive, with God’s help, to maintain the sound fiscal 
status of St. Croix Lutheran High School so that tuition costs are held to a minimum.  Might you be willing to be a 
Crusader Corps member?
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Wow! Four valedictorians out of 
a class of 94 students! Nicholas 
Krueger (Menomonie, WI), Kristi 
Menke (St. Paul Park), Debbie 
Mergens (Woodbury), and Kristen 
Scislow (Lakeville) ended their high 
school years with cumulative grade 
point averages (GPS) of 4.00.

Academically, they have not only 
excelled in the required courses, 
they have all made sure to fill 
their schedules with higher-level 
electives. These include advanced 
and accelerated math courses, 
advanced placement (AP) English, 
physics and calculus. The AP 
courses are taken for college credit. 
And then there are the activities/
athletics. They are all members of 
the National Honor Society. All of 
them have been involved in at least 

six school activities/sports – some 
as many as ten – throughout high 
school. These include Student 
Council, Right Triangle Theater, 
speech team, drama, Croixaliers, 
international student mentor, chapel 
player, baseball, football, soccer, 
cheerleading, volleyball, softball, 
basketball – and more!

Besides being involved in so many 
activities outside of the classroom, 
these students are very personable 
and driven to do well. They 
represent the spirit of a St. Croix 
Crusader. Nick is heading to Ripon 
College to major in math. Kristi 
will be majoring in political science 
at Hamline University. Debbie 
will attend Northwestern College 
in Roseville, where her focus will 
be Christian education ministry. 

Kristen is planning on attending 
Bethany Lutheran College to major 
in human biology toward her goal 
of becoming a medical doctor.

Congratulations to all of you! You 
have represented your school and 
your Lord well. 

Valedictorian x 4

Back: Debbie Mergens, Kristi Menke
Front: Nicholas Krueger, Kristen Scislow
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GOLFING FUN FOR EVERYONE!

Mark your calendars now! Join us for the 13th annual “St. Croix Classic” Golf Tournament
Monday, August 8, 2005

Eagle Valley Golf Course in Woodbury

Information and directions can be found at www.sclhs.org or call 651-455-1521. You can register a four-person team for $500, 
or individual for $125 ($60 per person is a donation to SCL).

Hey, SCL Alumni! Look who was caught golfing at the “St. Croix Classic” golf tournament in 2004!

Class of 1984 Team
L to R: Jeff Kondes, Marcia Wilmes, 
Bob Wagner, Alicia Johnson

Crusader and Alumni Team
L to R: Gareth Shambeau ‘06, Jeremy Wood 
‘93, Andrew Kleinke ‘05, Dan Hatzung ‘04

Team Sponsored by Sandy Gerber ‘72
L to R: Daniel Gerber ‘01, Rev. Mark Kom, Dr. 
James Gerber ‘68, Warren Gerber
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This year Easter was very different 
for our group of 17 students and 3 
chaperones from St. Croix Lutheran 
High School who spent Holy Week 
in the Dominican Republic. When 
we arrived in Santiago late-afternoon 
on March 19, we were welcomed 
with beautiful weather and the 
unique vegetation and climate of the 
Dominican. That night we met our host 
families.

Staying with a Dominican family 
really taught us to be thankful for the 
luxuries we enjoy here. Many of our 
homes were in poor neighborhoods or 
apartment buildings. There were many 
times when there was no electricity 
or running water. We were deeply 
impacted by our host families and the 
cultural experience is something we all 
have taken home with us.

We took craft supplies to two 
schools in Santiago and stuffed 
animals to an orphanage and 
the children’s hospital. It was 
rewarding to see the reactions 
of the people who received 
simple stuffed animals for their 
sick children. All the children 
had many thanks for the gifts 
we brought.

By far, the most rewarding and 
important part of our trip was having 
the opportunity to spread God’s word 
and to have our faith strengthened. 
The main purpose of our mission 
trip was to present the Vacation Bible 
School lessons we had prepared. We 
began our vacation Bible schools by 
walking around the city and inviting 
any children we found to come and 
listen, sing, color and learn about Jesus. 
Many were eager to come with us, 

and sometimes we had large groups of 
children following us in the streets. 
We thank everyone for their prayers 
and support for our mission trip. Please 
keep our pastors and all those involved 
in the ministry to the people of the 
Dominican Republic in your prayers. 
We carried the joy of Jesus’ resurrection 
with us as we returned home Easter 
morning thanking God for allowing us 
to be his messengers of the Good News 
of Easter.

(written by Abby Kassulke, SCL student)

St. Croix Students Spread “The Word” in the Dominican Republic
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Class of 1978 Lori (Aker) Ubel 
participated in the Brest Cancer 3-Day 
Walk held in the Twin Cities in June. 
There were 1,671 participants and each 
walked 60 miles in 3 days. Over $4.5 
million was raised in the Twin Cities for 
this cause. Lori’s walk was in memory of 
Pauline Rupprecht.

Class of 1989 Dave and Katie 
(Neikirk) Schletty welcomed their 
daughter, Allyse Janet, born on March 
30, 2005. She weighed 8 pounds and 
was 20 inches long. Allyse joins big 
brother, Jordon (5), and big sister, Nora 
(3).

Trisha (Peterson) Peick and her husband, 
Gerald, were blessed with the birth of 
their third son, Patrick Owen on January 
27, 2005. His big brothers Thomas 
(6) and Noah (3) are excited that he is 
finally here.

Class of 1992 Home to Apple Valley. 
Jessica (Pieper) Biggar and husband 
Nathan, moved back to their hometown 

from Kansas City in 
May. Their daughter, 
Cameron (photo left) 
is nearly two.She 
loves her new house, 
the many parks in 
her neighborhood 
AND of course, 
enjoying the sunny 
summer days.

Class of 1995 Rebecca (Becky 
Karpenko) Fulwider was married in 
September, 2002. Their first child, Elise, 
was born in January 2005. Becky is a 
sign language interpreter. The Fulwider’s 
live in Mounds View, MN.

Class of 1996 Aaron and Gena 
(Schwartz) Boehm were blessed with the 
birth of their first child, Priscilla Grace, 
born on June 9, 2005. Priscilla weighed 
7 lbs. 12 oz. and was 21½ inches 
long. The Boehm’s make their home 
in Tucson, Arizona where Aaron is a 
pastor at Redeemer Lutheran Church.

Nancy (Wiplinger) Pone and husband 
Michael, were blessed with twin 
daughters, Helen Elva and Ingrid Guida, 
born on March 3, 2005. Each baby 
weighed 7 pounds, 1 ounce.

Laurie (Gernes) Christenson married 
Ryan Christenson on September 23, 
2000, and are currently living in 
Hudson, WI. They were blessed with the 
birth of son Aidan James on May 13, 
2004. Laurie works with The Hartford 

(continued on page 5)

Today at St. Croix

What’s new at St. Croix Lutheran High School? How does the future look? 
What are the school’s challenges and opportunities? Have you been out of 
touch with your school lately?

A program called “Today at St. Croix” has been developed to provide an 
interesting and informative perspective of the current mission and ministry 
of St. Croix Lutheran High School. It will be of interest to every association 
member. Hosted by President Merlyn Kruse and Director of Resource 
Development Jim Pasbrig, this unique program lasts about 90 minutes and 
answers the above questions and more. No solicitation is involved.

Dates and times for summer 2005 include:
 Tuesday, July 26  11:30 a.m.
 Thursday, August 11   7:00 p.m.
 Tuesday, August 23 11:30 a.m.

If you would like to attend, please help us properly prepare by contacting 
the development office at 651-455-1521.

We encourage you to accept our invitation to a “Today at St. Croix” 
presentation. St. Croix is a vibrant ministry. We are anxious to share its story 
with you.

Past and Future Crusaders! The Pone twins with 
mom, Nancy, and grandmother, Linda Wiplinger 
(class of ‘65)

ALUMNI UPDATES

CALENDAR EVENTS

August
 8 St. Croix Classic Golf
 Tournament

September
 25 Wildung Society Dinner 
 5:30 P.M.
 27 SCLHSA General Board 
 Meeting 7:30 P.M.

October
 14 Homecoming Football 
 Game
 15 Homecoming Dance
 18 Bala Brass Concert at SCL 
 Chapel 7:00 P.M.
 30 Open House 2:30-4:30 
 Chili-Pie Social 4:30-6:00
 Fall Music Concert 6:30

JULY 2005
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Mutual Funds in Woodbury. Ryan 
manages Minnesota Tile in Woodbury.

Iver Gullixson graduated from Bethany 
Lutheran College in 1998, with an 
Associate Arts degree. In 2003, I 
graduated from Minnesota State 
University, Mankato, with a B.S. in 
elementary teaching. During my time at 
MSU-M, I met a wonderful woman in 
the music department, and on July 24, 
2004, I married Amanda Marie Wirig. 
I am currently pursuing a masters 
degree in Educational Leadership 
at MSU-M and working with the 
college’s student organizations as 
part of my graduate assistantship.

Beth Franz graduated from MSU, 
Mankato in 2001 with a double 
major in the social sciences. After 
traveling in Europe in the spring of 
2004, she married Shane Murphy 
in September 2004, at the Flamingo 
in Las Vegas. In January 2005, they 
bought a house in Cottage Grove which 
they share with their two cats. Beth 
works full time in property management 
and part time doing real estate and 
going to school for her masters in 
accounting.

Brad (’97) and Jeannie (Yenish ’96) Kutz 
were blessed with the birth of their son, 

Maxwell Mark Thomas on January 20, 
2005. He weighed 8 lbs. 13 oz. and 
was 20 inches long. The Kutz’s are now 
living in Duluth, MN.

Class of 1997 Johann Caauwe 
graduated from Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary on May 20, 2005, and 
received a divine call to serve as the 
assistant to the AZ/CA District President 
in Modesto, CA. He and his wife, Sara 

(Kassulke ’96) and their children, 
Hannah (2) and Andrew (1) moved in 
early July to begin this new ministry. 
They are expecting their third child in 
November.

Nathan Kassulke graduated from 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary on May 

20, 2005. Nate and his wife, Beth, are 
moving to Tucson, AZ where he 
will serve as pastor of Grace Lutheran 
Church. His responsibilities will include 
Family and Youth Ministry and serving 
as the Campus Pastor at the University 
of AZ in Tucson. His installation will take 
place on June 26. Nate and Beth are 
expecting their first child in early August.

Class of 1999 Mark Gibson 
graduated with commendation from 
Martin Luther College in December 
2004. He and Hilary Neher were 
married on January 1, 2005, and are 
now living in Raleigh, NC, where Mark 
is associate director of the pre-school at 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church.

Class of 2000 Amanda Leier 
graduated magna cum laude from the 
School of Nursing at Winona State 
University on May 6, 2005. She is 
living in Lacrosse, WI where she is a 
registered nurse at Gunderson Lutheran 
Hospital working in the coronary care 
unit.

Angela Lueneburg graduated from the 
University of Wisconsin, River Falls, 
in May 2005, with a major in speech 
communications. She is employed 
by National Christian Life Resources 

ALUMNI UPDATES (continued from page 4)

Hans and Sarah Caauwe holding Hanna and Andrew 
with Nathan and Beth Kassulke at WLS graduation.

(continued on page 6)
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Please detach and return to:  SCLHS, 1200 Oakdale Avenue, West St. Paul, MN  55118-2601, or e-mail us at: baleier@sclhs.org.

ALUMNI NEWS
We would like to include an “Alumni News” page in each issue of St. Croix Today. Please send us your news — job accom-
plishments, weddings, births, educational achievements, etc. Feel free to attach additional pages if you need added space. In 
addition to these announcements, please keep us informed of any address changes so you can continue to receive news about 
SCLHS. Thank you.

NAME   GRADUATION YEAR

ADDRESS   PHONE

CITY STATE ZIP E-MAIL

NEWS UPDATE
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and is living in Milwaukee. This past 
school year Angela helped to coach 
the Cannon Falls HS varsity high kick 
precision dance team to a 2005 State 
A championship, beating out 40 other 
teams for the honor. 

Jessica (Lee) Burtman married Ryan 
Burtman, from Jordan, MN on August 
13, 2004, in Eagan, MN at the Scherer 
Gardens. They honeymooned on an 
Alaskan cruise for 7 days. They were 
long time high school sweethearts and 
now live in Apple Valley. Jessica is a 
kitchen designer for the Home Depot 
in Burnsville, and Ryan is a district 
manager for Subway.

Class of 2001 Carolyn Sullwold 
graduated from Winona State University 
on May 6, 2005 with a major in human 
resource management. She is currently 
employed  as assistant manager at 
Walgreens in Rosemount.

Andy and Stephanie (Henry ’99) 
Berwald were married in August of 
2004. Stephanie is a teacher 
in Edina, and Andy graduated from the 
University of St. Thomas with 
a business degree in May 
2005. 

Rebecca Baas graduated 
from Virginia Military Institute 
in Lexington, VA on May 16, 
2005. She is commissioned 
as a lieutenant in the US Air 
Force and is stationed near 
San Antonio, TX.

Benjamin Schaefer graduated 
from Martin Luther College, 
New Ulm, MN, on May 14, 2005. He 
will enter Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 
in Mequon, WI next fall to continue his 
studies for pastoral ministry.

Carissa Lee gave birth to a little boy, 
7 lbs. 6 oz., 19½ inches long, on 
October 3, 2004. She named him 
Jayden Mason Ozanger. She is now 
working as a general manager for the 
LivINN Suites of Burnsville. 

Scott Gibson married Anne Petersen on 
June 25, 2005. They are making their 
home in Sleepy Eye, MN while Scott 
finishes his last year at Martin Luther 
College in New Ulm. 

Class of 2002 Ashley Leier, catcher 
for the North Dakota State University 
Bison softball team, played at the 
University of Minnesota in April 2005. 

The St. Croix Crusaders softball team 
attended the game and cheered for 
Ashley. She will be a senior at NDSU 
this fall.

Class of 2003 Aaron Wolfram, a 
sophomore at St. Cloud State University, 
won the North Central Conference title 
in Feb., with a shot put throw of 50 feet 
and ¾ inch. He also gave the Huskies 
points with his fifth place finish in the 
weight throw (53-7). He was the first 
NCC indoor champion for the Huskies 
since the ‘02 season. Aaron was named 
the NCC Indoor Track and Field Athlete 
of the Week in Jan. He set a personal 
best with a 54-foot weight throw to get 
him that honor.Carolyn Sullwold (left) and Ashley Leier seen 

together in Winona celebrating graduations. 
They played St. Croix softball together.
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